Advance.
Lead.
nspire.

Earn a degree that
makes a difference

Forge your path in Jewish
leadership with next-level
Jewish learning that benefits
your community and your career.

m MA in Jewish Professional Studies
m MA in Jewish Studies

m DSJS, DHL in Jewish Studies

m Leadership Certificate in Combating Antisemitism
m Certificate in Jewish Leadership

Spertus e
| N Stl t U te Learn more!

N Visit spertus.edu

A partner with the Jewish United Fund in serving our community. Celebrating 100 years of innovation & leadership
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LEARNING GUIDE

BOSTON UNIVERSITY
ELIE WIESEL CENTER
FOR JEWISH STUDIES

The Elie Wiesel Center for Jewish Studies
offers minors in Jewish Studies and
Israel Studies, and a major and minor
in Holocaust, Genocide, and Human
Rights Studies. Students can explore
Jewish texts and traditions, thought
and philosophy, Jewish languages and
literature, genocide and human rights,
and Israel Studies. Students minoring
in Jewish Studies are eligible to apply
for scholarship awards and support for
study abroad in Israel. For details about
programs, scholarships, and financial
aid, please visit our website or email us!
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147 Bay State Road, Boston, MA 02215
(617) 353-8096

ewcjs@bu.edu

bu.edu/jewishstudies
facebook.com/bujewishstudies

X: @BUjewishstudies
Instagram.com/bujewishstudies

HEBREW UNION COLLEGE-—
JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION

School of Rabbinical Studies

Put your vision and values into action as a
rabbi leading and invigorating the largest
global Jewish movement and diverse
communities throughout North America,
Israel, and around the world.

Contact: Rabbinical@huc.edu

Debbie Friedman

School of Sacred Music

Your musical talents can flourish as a

cantor leading worship, composing and

offering myriad styles of traditional

and contemporary music, inspiring

learning, and offering pastoral care.

Contact: admissions@huc.edu

School of Education

o To explore current and future degree and
certificate offerings for Jewish educators,
contact admissions@huc.edu

o The Executive M.A. Program
in Jewish Education (EMA) for
Jewish educational leaders with
at least five years of experience
offers in-person intensives and
online studies with renowned
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TRINITY COLLEGE

Hillel

L @77N

« Warm, welcoming, inclusive community

« Shabbat and holidays on campus

« Kosher eatery in main dining facility

« Major and minor in Jewish studies

* Birthright and Fresh Perspectives trips to Israel
* Approved study-away programs in Israel

* The Zachs Hillel House—an inviting home
away from home

* Trinity College—one of the nation’s top
liberal arts colleges

Trinity College

HARTFORD “CONNECTICUT

www.trincoll.edu
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faculty and clinical faculty mentors.
Contact: kathy.schwartz@huc.edu
o Earn a California State Teaching
Credential and a Certificate in
Jewish Day School Teaching in
the 13-month DeLeT Program,
combining graduate-level coursework
and a yearlong residency in a Jewish
Day School in LA, San Diego,
or the San Francisco Bay Area.
Contact: DeLeT@huc.edu
Zelikow School of Jewish
Nonprofit Management
Choose from two master’s degree
options (14 months and 24 months) that
can be completed from anywhere in the
world through our virtual and in-person
summer intensive format. Join a diverse
network of global change-makers and
acquire the skills to effectively run a
nonprofit, with a focus on the Jewish
community. Gain essential training in
change management and leadership
to create lasting impact. Generous
scholarships are available for emerging
and mid-career professionals. Zschool
graduates lead the business of Jewish life.
Contact: Zschool.huc.edu;
213.765.2173; zschool@huc.edu
Pines School of Graduate Studies
A non-residency Doctor of Hebrew Letters
Program for ordained rabbis.
Contact: GradSchool@huc.edu
Israeli Programs at Taube Family
Campus in Jerusalem
Israel Rabbinical Program; RIKMA-MA in
Pluralistic Jewish Education; and Sugiyot
Chayim bibliotherapy program.
Learn more: https://huc.edu/hebrew-
language-homepage/

TRINITY COLLEGE HILLEL

Jewish life at Trinity College has never
been better! In addition to Shabbat
each week, our community gathers for
Jewish holidays and observances, often
in co-sponsorship with other student
organizations. With a kosher station
integrated into the main dining hall,
students join friends for kosher meals any
time. Trinity Hillel provides opportunities
for rich exploration and engagement with
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THE ROBERT A. AND SANDRA S. BORNS

JEWISH STUDIES PROGRAM
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INDIANA UNIVERSITY

a\“ﬂ

Up to $60,000 in scholarships*

o Jewish Studies major pairs well
with 250+ minors or certificates

o Robust career services
o Israel-Supportive campus

© World renowned faculty

Deadline to apply
February 1, 2025
*$15,000/year for 4 years

HOLOCAUST
GENOCIDE
ano HUMAN

RIGHTS
STUDIES

ELIE

WIESEL
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CENTER FOR
JEWISH STUDIES

BOSTON

UNIVERSITY

New Minor in

ISRAEL
STUDIES

Check out our minor in Jewish Studies
and the major and minor in Holocaust,
Genocide and Human Rights Studies.

We have courses on the Bible, rabbinics,
medieval philosophy and mysticism; Hebrew
literature and Israel; the Holocaust, genocide
and human rights.

BU offers the advantages of a leading
research university with a supportive learning
environment where you can study what you
love while taking advantage
of all Boston has to offer.

for more information, contact:

Boston University College of Arts and Sciences
Elie Wiesel Center for Jewish Studies

147 Bay State Road, Boston, MA 02215
617-353-8096 ewcjs@bu.edu
bu.edu/jewishstudies




A CONVERSATION WITH DEAN BELL

Dean Bell has worked at the Spertus
Institute for Jewish Learning and
Leadership for 30 years, as associate
dean, dean, vice president and now
president. As Spertus celebrates its
100th birthday, Moment spoke with
him about the institution’s history,
goals and the need for open and
critical conversations in an ever more
polarizing world.

What are Spertus’s goals as an
institution? There are three groups
of values that I see as historically
underpinning the institution: One
is around academic excellence—this
idea that you should have meaningful,
deep education in Jewish studies. The
second is around community building
and community responsibility. We
are outside of the community as an
accredited higher education institution,
but we are deeply embedded in so
many Jewish communities. And then
the final group of values is around
convening across differences. We
have a lot of adult learners with varied
backgrounds in our Jewish studies
programs. It’s an opportunity for people
with very different worldviews and
needs to come together and engage
in conversation. One of our central
programs is something we call “Critical
Conversations,” where we identify a
theme or an issue, and then we bring
people with different ideas, perspectives
and experiences into conversation with
one another.

Why is Spertus vital to the American-
Jewish landscape? We bring a Jewish
perspective, texts and learning into
conversation with big issues, and we do
that in the context of higher education.
There are a lot of great places that do
adult Jewish education or grapple with
big questions. And there are a lot of great
universities that are teaching important
critical thinking skills on specific topics.
Spertus is fairly unique in that it brings
those ideas together under the rubric of

what we call “applied Jewish learning,’
which means taking Jewish learning
and applying it so that it can help solve
problems and resolve issues.

Is there a certain profile of a person
who’s drawn to Spertus? Learning at
Spertus gives you a sense of a broad
Jewish ecosystem, where people from
different places are coming and going.
We attract people who are really open
to interrogating their own perceptions
and assumptions, and who strive to
understand others. One of my favorite
examples: I was interviewing a student
for our Leadership Certificate in
Combating Antisemitism who was a
40-year veteran Jewish community
organizer. And I remarked, “Wow, you
could teach in the program. Why are
you registering for the program?” He
said, “Because I want to understand the
experiences of people in other places,
and I don’t know everything” Those are
the kind of learners we get here, people
who are hungry for learning. They see
themselves as lifelong learners.

How has October 7 and the war that
has followed changed the institute’s
priorities? Obviously the most
significant thing that we've seen in
many places is the rise of antisemitism.
We saw that rise before October 7, and
we launched the Leadership Certificate
in Combating Antisemitism in 2022.
Curiously, the flip side is there’s been
a lot of growth in our Jewish studies
programs, in part because people are
feeling concerned about their Jewish
identity and in part because they want
to celebrate it and find connection.

Any organization, especially a Jewish
one, reaching 100 is unusual. To what
do you attribute Spertus’s longevity?
It does suggest that Spertus fills a niche
and is able to adapt to changing needs.
Many organizations, if they last 100
years, completely shift from where
they were, and become a different kind

Spertus Institute President Dean Bell

of institution. But there has been a set
of principles and values at the heart of
our institution that have guided us and
continue to guide us.

Spertus is a 100-year startup. What I
mean by that is that it's an institution that
has a history and depth, but is always
willing to ask different questions and try
different things. We were an early leader
in distance education. Already in the early
1990s, we were doing correspondence
programs and in the early 2000s we
were using online platforms for teaching
regular weekly courses. So when COVID
hit, we had no issue in pivoting to fully
online. We've spent a lot of time thinking
about the fact that we have adult learners.
It means that you need to always be
open and innovative because adults are
really complicated, challenging people.
Their personal lives get in the way. Their
professional lives get in the way. We not
only think about what content we are
bringing to address their needs but how
we can deliver it in a way that will be the
most accessible and impactful.

As we move into the future, we are
going to continue to engage in deep
academic Jewish studies that move us
forward to meet emerging needs in the
Jewish community and in the broader
society. I think that gives us a clear path
for at least the next 100 years. I'm about
to sign my contract for the next 100
years, so I'm ready to go!

SPONSORED CONTENT




Continued from page 43

of her Duaily Bruin colleagues to rec-
ognize her frustration, left her feeling
alienated and anxious and colored her
feelings about her school. “It was a really,
really hard year for me,” she says, echo-
ing a sentiment shared by Jewish student
journalists at other schools. “There were
a lot of days where I felt ashamed to be a
student at UCLA. I felt very lonely, like
nobody knew what I was going through.”
She notes that most of her college friends
were not Jewish. “They were absolutely
amazing and always listened to me when
I told them what was going on, but it was
different just by nature of them not be-
ing Jewish,” she says. “I felt like a lot of
the closest people in my life didn’t really
understand why what was happening on
campus was so painful for me. Although
they understood it was wrong, they didn’t
feel the same pain and hurt I was feeling.”

elative peace has returned to
U.S. college campuses this
fall. University administra-
tions have tightened restric-
tions on campus gatherings. At many
institutions, college presidents have
significantly cut back on their public ap-
pearances in order to avoid disruptions.
Regents have regularly rejected demands
to move on divestment policies. The
prolonged war in the Middle East and
the inability of society to agree on the
limits of free speech and protest, howev-
er, means the underlying rifts of the past
year remain. Student-run news outlets
are highlighting these shifting campus
realities. After the University of Michi-
gan regents refused to shed Israel-relat-
ed investments, a pro-Palestinian group
called “Shut It Down” took control of
the student government, but more than
500 Michigan students, faculty and oth-
ers gathered on the one-year anniver-
sary of the October 7 massacre to show
solidarity with the Jewish community. A
review of the student paper’ stories on
both developments showed the coverage
to be straightforward.
It’s unclear what the long-term effects
of the 2023-24 school year will have on
student journalism, but it will stand out
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in student memories. Certainly, each
Jewish student journalist I interviewed
who felt marginalized in the year after
October 7 was personally affected by
the experience, although they reacted in
different ways. Rachel, who graduated in
the spring and is now leaning toward a
career in law, says she feels “more con-
nected with the Jewish side of myself. I
always liked being Jewish, but it wasn’t
like I felt it was the most important part
of my identity.” She is following devel-
opments around the Gaza war with a
more personal perspective. “The more
everyone else totally demonizes Israel,”
she says, “the more I feel defensive of it.”
Similarly, Emily Samuels says the past
year left her with “a newfound love and
passion for being Jewish.” Having grad-
uated from UCLA, she too is planning
to go to law school, where she wants to
concentrate on First Amendment issues.
She says her experience pushing to have
her columns published “taught me some
important lessons about how to advocate
for yourself when no one else will.”

Other students remain committed to
journalism, at least in the short term,
though perhaps with a new interest in
advocacy. At the University of Florida,
Molly Seghi went to work among more
like-minded writers at Beyond the Bor-
ders, a pro-Israel student publication
at her school. At Binghamton, Eytan
Saenger spent the summer as an intern
in the office of Rep. Ritchie Torres (D-
NY), a strongly pro-Israel member of
Congress. He then returned to work
another year on the Pipe Dream, though
he says he is “not likely” to remain in
journalism. At the Columbia Daily Spec-
tator, Rebecca Massel is still fully in-
vested in her reporting. As the 2024-
2025 school year opened, she profiled
six Jewish students who declined admis-
sion offers from Columbia because of
antisemitism concerns. She is “consid-
ering” journalism as a career and now
serves as deputy editor for the Univer-
sity News section of the paper. She’s
relieved to report that not one of her
stories has prompted a hateful response
akin to what she experienced during the
last school year. (D
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Jewish life, values, and culture. We strive
to build a dynamic community with a
sense of belonging to Jewish Peoplehood
and commitment to tikkun olam.

Hillel. Trincoll.edu

SPERTUS INSTITUTE
FOR JEWISH LEARNING
AND LEADERSHIP

Spertus Institute offers dynamic learning
opportunities, rooted in Jewish wisdom
and open to all. Spertus provides
higher education and public programs
that develop strong Jewish communal
leaders. Our master’s, doctoral, and
certificate programs are deeply relevant
to the challenges and opportunities
our communities face today. Our
Leadership Certificate in Combating
Antisemitism — with cohorts for Jewish
professional leaders as well as lay leaders
— equips Jewish leaders to respond to
antisemitic incidents with strength, skill,
and expertise. For a century, Spertus
has offered innovative educational
opportunities that further Jewish learning
and strengthen our Jewish community.
Learn more at spertus.edu.

ROBERT A. AND SANDRA
S. BORNS JEWISH
STUDIES PROGRAM AT
INDIANA UNIVERSITY

Indiana University’s Jewish Studies Program
is one of the largest, oldest, and most
comprehensive in the U.S. Our more than
900 alumni have become rabbis, cantors,
educators, leaders in Jewish community
organizations, as well as university faculty.
Undergraduates can pursue a Jewish Studies
major, certificate, or minor, or Hebrew
language minor and combine it with other
degree programs (including Public Affairs,
Business or Music/pre-cantorial). Graduate
students may complete the M.A. or a
minor in Jewish Studies as part of doctoral
work. With generous funding at all levels,
close mentoring, a vast array of program-
sponsored activities, and student-led events
and conferences, we cultivate a dynamic,
inclusive, and close-knit community.
jewishstudies.indiana.edu



DISCOVER ART, RESILIENCE & HOPE

HEBREW UNION COLLEGE-JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION

HELLER MUSEUM NEW YORK

SEEKING JOY ARCHIE RAND’S NATHAN BRUJIS
Through June 26,2025 The Seventeen: Iron Flock January 15 - June 15,2025
s , Through December 12,2024 —
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Art mirroring the power of the
subconscious and the spiritual.

American debut of Jerusalem
Over 50 artists express the ' Biennale exhibition depicting
celebration of life. ; assertive biblical women.

LOCATION: One West Fourth Street, New York, NY 10012 HOURS: Mondays through Thursdays, 9 am - 6:30 pm

ADMISSION: Free VIEW: On the Heller Museum app at bloombergconnects.org
RESERVE FREE TOURS/INFO:
212-824-2218; hellermuseum@huc. edu huc.edu/hellermuseum

SKIRBALL MUSEUM CINCINNATI

SACRED LAND

Through February 23, 2025 ARCHIE RAND'’S

@ The Seventeen:
Legendary ; T ) . Iron Flock
photographer ] 2 - March 27 - July 31,2025
Ralph Gibson
captures

the soul of
Israel, both
ancient and
contemporary.

Biblical women
evoked through the
aesthetic of comics,
pulp magazines,classic
films, and children’s
books.

LOCATION: 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45220 HOURS: Sundays, 1-4 pm; Tues. and Thurs., 11 am - 3 pm

ADMISSION: Free VIEW: On the Heller Museum app at bloombergconnects.org
RESERVE FREE TOURS/INFO:

513-487-3231; awheeler@huc.edu csm.huc.edu
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