
Benjamin Netanyahu, Israel's representative at the 
United Nations, is at 38 the youngest ambassador 
in Israel's diplomatic corps. Before that, he served 

for two years as Israel's deputy ambassador in 
Washington, D.C. Although in this interview he 
declines to describe his political future because of 
the diplomatic post he now holds, it is widely 
recognized that he will soon return to Israel, where 
he will be elected to the Knesset on the Likud list. 
Should the Likud party form a government as a 
result of the election, Netanyahu will almost surely 
be a member of the cabinet and, some say, may 
even become prime minister. The following 
interview took place on December 9, 1987, in 
Netanyahu's New York office, shortly before the 
rioting began in Gaza and the West Bank. 

H e r s h e l S h a n k s : I v iv id ly r e m e m b e r J u l y 

3 , 1976 . I c a m e t o N e w Y o r k w i t h m y 

wife a n d a f r i end t o see t h e t a l l sh ips 

t h a t w e r e g o i n g t o sail p a s t t h e S t a t u e 

of L i b e r t y t h e n e x t d a y , o n t h e 2 0 0 t h 

a n n i v e r s a r y of t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s ' D e c 

l a r a t i o n of I n d e p e n d e n c e . W h e n w e g o t 

to t h e a p a r t m e n t w h e r e w e w e r e s t a y i n g , 

w e t u r n e d o n t h e r a d i o a t 11 o ' c lock a n d 

h e a r d t h e w o n d e r f u l n e w s t h a t t h e 

h o s t a g e s in E n t e b b e h a d b e e n r e s c u e d . 

E v e r y o n e w a s w i l d l y h a p p y . I t w a s a 

g r e a t oc c a s ion . T h e A m e r i c a n i n d e p e n d 

e n c e c e l e b r a t i o n a n d t h e m i r a c u l o u s 

I s r ae l i r e s cue o p e r a t i o n c o i n c i d e d . I c a n 

h a r d l y l ook a t y o u w h e n I say th i s , b u t 

t h a t d a y b r o u g h t a g r e a t t r a g e d y t o y o u r 

f ami ly . Y o u r b r o t h e r , Y o n a t a n , l e d t h a t 

r e scue m i s s i o n — a n d h e fell. H e is a n 

a u t h e n t i c h e r o . W h e n I h e a r p e o p l e 

s p e a k of y o u , i t ' s v e r y f r e q u e n t l y as t h e 

y o u n g e r b r o t h e r of Y o n i N e t a n y a h u . H e 

m u s t b e a b e a c o n for y o u , a s t a r , a n 

i n s p i r a t i o n . B u t a f te r 11 y e a r s , h e ' s still 

a n i d e n t i f i c a t i o n for y o u . Y o u l i v e 

s o m e w h a t in his s h a d o w . I w o n d e r if i t ' s 

a b u r d e n . W h a t ' s it l ike b e i n g Y o n i ' s 

y o u n g e r b r o t h e r ? 

B e n j a m i n N e t a n y a h u : A n y t h i n g b u t a 

b u r d e n . 

S h a n k s : T e l l m e a b o u t it. 

N e t a n y a h u : A n y t h i n g b u t a b u r d e n , 

n e i t h e r in his life n o r a f te r h i s fall . I t 

w a s a g r e a t p r iv i l ege , a p r i v i l e g e b o t h 

m y y o u n g e r b r o t h e r [ I d d o ] a n d I v a l u e d 

e v e n w h i l e Y o n i w a s a l ive . H e h a d a 

t r e m e n d o u s i n f luence o n us . I n m a n y 

w a y s , h e e d u c a t e d us . H e set a n e x a m p l e 

for us . W e n e v e r h a d a n y feel ings of b e i n g 

e n c u m b e r e d ; o n t h e c o n t r a r y , w e felt w e 

w e r e a l m o s t e spec ia l ly s ing led o u t t o h a v e 

a b r o t h e r l ike Y o n i . Af te r h is d e a t h h e 

left a l e g a c y t h a t e n d u r e s . H i s l e g a c y is 

l ike a c o m p a s s r a t h e r t h a n a w e i g h t . 

W h e n p e o p l e s o m e t i m e s ask m e , as y o u 

j u s t d e l i c a t e l y d i d , is it a p r o b l e m b e i n g 

Y o n i ' s b r o t h e r , t h e a n s w e r is n o . I t n e v e r 

w a s a n d it i sn ' t t o d a y . 

S h a n k s : T e l l m e a b o u t y o u r r e l a t i o n s h i p 
w i t h h i m . 

N e t a n y a h u : W e w e r e ve ry , v e r y c lose , a 

v e r y c lose fami ly , v e r y close b r o t h e r s . W e 

felt t h a t h e w a s u n i q u e e v e n in his 

l i fe t ime. W e w e r e n ' t t h e o n l y o n e s w h o 

felt t h a t w a y . P e o p l e e v e n w r o t e i t . 
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He's Israel's man 
at the UN. 

His brother was 
the hero of 

Entebbe. 
He could be 
Israel's next 

prime minister. 

S h a n k s : W h a t w a s th i s q u a l i t y , th i s a u r a , 

t h a t s e e m e d t o in sp i r e h i m a n d d i r e c t 

his life? 

N e t a n y a h u : I t w a s a w h o l e n e s s , a c o m 

pos i t e of i dea l s a n d p e r s o n a l i t y t h a t m a d e 

h i m a c o m p l e t e h u m a n b e i n g , a y o u n g 

J e w w h o d e v o t e d his life t o t h e r e su r 

r e c t i o n of t h e J e w i s h p e o p l e a n d t h e 

J e w i s h s t a t e . H e u n d e r s t o o d t h a t th i s 

d e p e n d e d o n t h e few w h o w o u l d w i e l d 

t h e s w o r d ; h e w a s a l w a y s p r e p a r e d t o 

t a k e u p t h a t b u r d e n , e v e n t h o u g h h e h a d 

so m a n y o t h e r t h i n g s t h a t c o u l d fulfill 

h is life. H e d i d n ' t h a v e t o d i e t o b e c o m e 

a l e g e n d . H e w a s a l r e a d y a l e g e n d in 

his l i fe t ime. 

I d o n ' t w a n t t o d e s c r i b e m y b r o t h e r 

t o y o u as s o m e sor t o f g r a n i t e m o n u m e n t . 

H e w a s a v e r y w a r m h u m a n b e i n g . H e 

h a d a t r e m e n d o u s w a r m t h t h a t r a d i a t e d 

f rom h i m , f rom his p e r s o n , f rom h i s 

s p e e c h , f r o m h i s smi les , f r o m h i s . ' h u m o r , 

s o m e t i m e s f r o m h i s c o m p l e t e l y 

u n g u a r d e d l a u g h t e r . H e c h a r m e d us in 

a w a y t h a t c a p t i v a t e d us . E v e r y t h i n g t h a t 

h e d i d h a d a n u n r e s t r a i n e d , a n u n l i m i t e d 

w h o l e n e s s a b o u t it. 

S h a n k s : As I s r a e l ' s a m b a s s a d o r t o t h e 

U n i t e d N a t i o n s , y o u ' r e in a n u n u s u a l 

p o s i t i o n a m o n g t h i s m o t l e y c r e w of 

c o u n t r i e s . F r o m t h e p e r s p e c t i v e of t h e 

U n i t e d N a t i o n s , y o u r e p r e s e n t a p a r i a h 

n a t i o n . I s r a e l is b o y c o t t e d d i p l o m a t i c a l l y 

b y m u c h of t h e w o r l d . A t t h e U n i t e d 

N a t i o n s , I s r a e l is a l m o s t c o n s t a n t l y 

v i l i f i e d , t h e o b j e c t of a b a r r a g e o f 

v i t u p e r a t i o n . W h a t ' s it l ike , r e p r e s e n t i n g 

I s r ae l in th i s sea of h a t r e d ? 

N e t a n y a h u : W e l l , i t ' s n o t e x a c t l y a n easy 

f o r u m for a n I s r a e l i d i p l o m a t . T h e 

U n i t e d N a t i o n s h a s in fact b e e n u s e d a s 

t h e i n s t r u m e n t for a u n i v e r s a l a n t i -

S e m i t i s m t h a t d i d n ' t exis t be fo re . F o r 

q u i t e s o m e t i m e , p e o p l e d i d n ' t u n d e r 

s t a n d t h e i m p o r t a n c e of t h e U N as a n 

a n t i - S e m i t i c i n s t r u m e n t . B e n - G u r i o n 

u s e d t o s a y "Urn [ p r o n o u n c e d oom] 
shmoom." Um is l ike t h e a c r o n y m of t h e 

U N . A n d shmoom—meaning n o n s e n s e . I n 

o t h e r w o r d s , t h e U n i t e d N o t h i n g , it 

d o e s n ' t c o u n t . I wi sh t h a t w e r e t r u e . 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , t h e U N does c o u n t . I t m a y 

n o t c o u n t for v e r y m u c h o n t h e posi t ive 

side of t h e l edger , b u t it c o u n t s a g r e a t 

dea l o n t h e n e g a t i v e side. I t h a s b e e n used 

t o d i s s e m i n a t e a n t i - S e m i t i c a n d a n t i -

Z i o n i s t p o i s o n — t h e y a r e t h e s a m e — 

t h r o u g h o u t t h e five con t inen t s . 

W h e n I first c a m e h e r e , [ t h e U . S. 

a m b a s s a d o r t o t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s ] J e a n e 

K i r k p a t r i c k t o l d m e t h a t she h a d b e e n 

t o a n I n d e p e n d e n c e D a y c e l e b r a t i o n in 

a n A f r i c a n c o u n t r y . T h e r e w a s a b i g 

s q u a r e a n d t h o u s a n d s of p e o p l e w e r e 

c h e e r i n g . B u t t h e b igges t b a n n e r s w e r e 

n o t "Vive la r'epublique," b u t " Z i o n i s m 

e q u a l s r a c i s m . " I n t h e h e a r t o f Afr ica . 

Y o u h a v e t o u n d e r s t a n d w h a t t h e U N 

h a s b e c o m e . R a t h e r t h a n a n i n s t r u m e n t 

t o p r o m o t e p e a c e , it b e c a m e a n i n s t r u 

m e n t for w a g i n g po l i t i c a l w a r f a r e . A n d 

t h e ch i e f t a r g e t w a s , of c o u r s e , I s r ae l . 

T h a t is s o m e t h i n g n e w in t h e h i s t o r y 

of a n t i - S e m i t i s m . T h r o u g h o u t t h e ages , 

a n t i - S e m i t i s m a l w a y s h a d a g e o g r a p h i c a l 

c e n t e r . F o r t h e las t m i l l e n n i u m , it h a d 

s u c h a c e n t e r w h o s e l o c a t i o n c h a n g e d 

w i t h e a c h c e n t u r y — i t w a s o r i g i n a l l y in 

E n g l a n d , t h e n F r a n c e a n d t h e n G e r 

m a n y . T h e n it m o v e d t o S p a i n . T h e n 

it m o v e d t o t h e U k r a i n e a n d t h e n it 

m o v e d t o R u s s i a a n d t h e n , in t h i s 

c e n t u r y , it m o v e d t o G e r m a n y . N o w i t ' s 

b a c k in R u s s i a . B u t s ince t h e e s t a b l i s h 

m e n t of t h e U N , t h e r e is s o m e t h i n g n e w , 
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MOMENT editor Hershel Shanks, left, 
and Benjamin Netanyahu. 

b e c a u s e a n t i - S e m i t i s m n o w h a s a u n i 

v e r s a l i n s t r u m e n t , a u n i v e r s a l a p p a r a t u s 

for g l o b a l d i s s e m i n a t i o n . I t n o w passes 

r e s o l u t i o n s i n t e n d e d t o d e l e g i t i m i z e t h e 

J e w i s h p e o p l e , t h e J e w i s h s t a t e . I n t h e 

U N , t h e a n t i - S e m i t e s h a v e f o u n d a w a y 

t o s p r e a d t h e i r p o i s o n t h r o u g h t h e 

b l o o d s t r e a m of n a t i o n s . 

M a n y c o u n t r i e s in Afr ica , in L a t i n 

A m e r i c a a n d in As ia v i e w t h e U N n o t 

a s shmoom, b u t a s a r e p o s i t o r y of h i s t o r i c a l 

t r u t h a n d po l i t i c a l a u t h o r i t y . 

W h e n t h e s e r e so lu t i ons a r e pas sed , 

t h e y a r e g i v e n t h e ' ' G o o d H o u s e k e e p i n g 

seal of a p p r o v a l " for o v e r 100 n a t i o n s . 

F o r t h e m , t h e y c a r r y t h e w e i g h t of t r u t h . 

T h e y a r e r e c o r d e d in fore ign offices a n d 

in co l leges a n d in un ive r s i t i e s a n d a r e 

t a l k e d a b o u t in R o t a r y C l u b s a n d in 

m a g a z i n e s a n d in n e w s p a p e r s . T h e r e ' s 

a c u m u l a t i v e w e i g h t t o th is s l a n d e r ; w i t h 

its c o n s t a n t r e p e t i t i o n a n d e l a b o r a t i o n 

a n d r e f i n e m e n t , i t b e c o m e s " t r u t h . " I t ' s 

i m p o r t a n t t o u n d e r s t a n d t h e s ign i f icance 

of t h e U N in th i s n e g a t i v e a s p e c t . 

S h a n k s : H o w d o y o u o p e r a t e in th i s 

s i t u a t i o n ? W h a t c a n y o u do? 

N e t a n y a h u : I f y o u t h i n k t h a t y o u c a n n o t 

d o a n y t h i n g , t h e n y o u wi l l n o t d o 

a n y t h i n g . T h e r e a r e b a s i c a l l y t w o 

c o m m o n a t t i t u d e s t h a t o n e c a n a d o p t 

w i t h r e g a r d to I s r ae l a n d t h e U N . O n e 

a t t i t u d e is t o j u s t b e a t y o u r h e a d a g a i n s t 

t h e w a l l a n d t ry t o b r e a k o u t of th i s 

i so la t ion . T h e o t h e r a t t i t u d e is j u s t t o 

sit b a c k a n d w r i n g y o u r h a n d s a n d say 

i t ' s t e r r i b l e , t h e w o r l d is a g a i n s t us b u t 

t h e r e ' s n o t m u c h w e c a n d o a b o u t i t . 

W e d o n ' t a d o p t e i t h e r of these t w o 

pos i t ions . W e d o n ' t j u s t a t t a c k a n d b e a t 

ou r se lves a g a i n s t th i s o b s t a c l e i n d i s c r i m 

i n a t e l y , n o r d o w e say t h e r e ' s n o t h i n g 

w e c a n d o a b o u t it. W e look for t h e 

c r a c k s . 

I t t u r n s o u t t h e r e a r e a lo t of b r e a c h e s 

a n d c r a c k s in th i s w a l l . O n e of t h e first 

t h i n g s I l e a r n e d as a y o u n g so ld ie r in 

t h e I s rae l i a r m y is t h a t t h e r e is n o fence , 

n o w a l l t h a t is i m p r e g n a b l e . 

If y o u look l o n g e n o u g h y o u wi l l 

a l w a y s find a p l a c e w h e r e t h e w a t e r h a s 

b u r r o w e d u n d e r n e a t h o r w h e r e s o m e 

s t o n e h a s b e c o m e d i s l o d g e d . I t t u r n s o u t 

t h e r e a r e a lo t of b r e a c h e s in th i s U N 

wa l l . R a t h e r t h a n l ick o u r w o u n d s , w e 

look for those b r e a c h e s a n d t h e n c o n 

c e n t r a t e o u r p o w e r t o w i d e n t h e b r e a c h , 

to b r e a k t h r o u g h . 

S h a n k s : G i v e m e a n e x a m p l e . 

N e t a n y a h u : I ' l l g ive y o u seve ra l . T a k e 

t h e c o n t i n u a t i o n a n d e x t e n s i o n of t h e 

" Z i o n i s m is r a c i s m " c a m p a i g n . T h a t 

s l a n d e r c o n t i n u e s t o d a y in t h e a t t e m p t 

t o l ink I s r ae l w i t h S o u t h Afr ica , a n d 

Z i o n i s m w i t h a p a r t h e i d . T h a t is t h e 

e x t e n s i o n of t h e " Z i o n i s m is r a c i s m " 

c a m p a i g n . R e s o l u t i o n s a r e m a n u f a c 

t u r e d b y s o m e t h i n g ca l l ed t h e S p e c i a l 

C o m m i t t e e o n A p a r t h e i d . T h a t c o m m i t 

tee h a s t r a d i t i o n a l l y b e e n used b y t h e 

A r a b s t o h a r n e s s t h e Af r i cans t o t h e A r a b 

c a u s e . I n s t e a d of b e i n g a c a m p a i g n 

a g a i n s t a p a r t h e i d , it is a c a m p a i g n 

a g a i n s t Z i o n i s m . W e d e c i d e d t o t r y t o 

b r e a c h t h a t a l l i a n c e , to t r y t o f r a c t u r e 

th i s A r a b - A f r i c a n c o a l i t i o n t h a t w a s 

r e s p o n s i b l e for so m u c h of t h e s l a n d e r 

a g a i n s t I s r ae l . 

W e f o u n d t h e w a y to d o it o n e d a y 

w h e n a r e s e a r c h e r o n o u r sma l l staff a t 

t h e U N miss ion , R a l p h C w e r m a n , c a m e 

in a n d d r o p p e d a shea f of p a p e r s o n m y 

desk a n d sa id , " L o o k a t t h i s . " H e h a d 

o b t a i n e d r e p o r t s f rom a n o r g a n i z a t i o n 

in R o t t e r d a m c a l l e d t h e S h i p p i n g 

R e s e a r c h B u r e a u , w h i c h w a s set u p in 

1980 t o m o n i t o r a U N b a n o n s h i p p i n g 

oil t o S o u t h Afr ica . T h i s l i t t l e - k n o w n 

o r g a n i z a t i o n w a s p u t t i n g o u t t h e s e 

r e p o r t s b u t n o b o d y p a i d a n y a t t e n t i o n 

t o t h e m . T h e s e r e p o r t s d e s c r i b e d e v e r y 

oil t a n k e r t h a t w e n t t o S o u t h Afr ica . B u t 

t h e i n f o r m a t i o n w a s o n l y p a r t i a l . I t 

w o u l d tel l y o u w h e t h e r a t a n k e r c a m e 

f rom t h e P e r s i a n Gulf , b u t it w o u l d n ' t 

s ay f r o m w h i c h p o r t . W e h a d t h i s 

i n f o r m a t i o n c r o s s - r e f e r e n c e d w i t h 

L l o y d ' s r eg i s t ry of s h i p p i n g . T h i s g a v e 

us a r e c o r d of e v e r y oil t a n k e r t h a t h a d 

g o n e to S o u t h Afr ica s ince 1 9 8 0 — w h a t 

w a s its p o r t of e m b a r k a t i o n , its p o r t of 

depos i t a n d t h e v o l u m e of t h e s h i p . F r o m 

th is w e c o u l d c a l c u l a t e t h e t o n n a g e of 

t h e oi l , m u l t i p l i e d b y t h e a v e r a g e p r i c e 

of oil t h a t y e a r . 

L o a n d b e h o l d , w e n o w h a d i r r e f u t a b l e 

e v i d e n c e s h o w i n g t h a t t h e A r a b s h a d 

b e e n se l l ing S o u t h Afr ica $2 b i l l i on of 

oil a n n u a l l y . 

S h a n k s : N ine ty - f ive p e r c e n t of S o u t h 

Af r i ca ' s oil . 

N e t a n y a h u : N ine ty - f ive p e r c e n t of t h e i r 

oil . W h e n w e p r e s e n t e d th i s i n f o r m a t i o n 

to t h e U N in 1984 , it m a d e a t r e m e n d o u s 

i m p a c t . W e d i d t h e s a m e t h i n g t h e 

fo l lowing y e a r . F i n a l l y , last y e a r t h e 

A f r i c a n s a c t u a l l y pa s sed a r e s o l u t i o n 

a g a i n s t t h e o i l - p r o d u c i n g A r a b s . D i d y o u 

e v e r h e a r of t h e U N p a s s i n g a r e s o l u t i o n 

a g a i n s t t h e A r a b s ? W e l l , t h e y d i d n ' t 

q u i t e n a m e t h e A r a b s . T h e y sa id t h e y 

h a d p a s s e d t h e r e so lu t i on a g a i n s t c o u n 

t r ies e x p o r t i n g oil t o S o u t h Afr ica . 

Y o u k n o w , t h e U N h a s a c c u s e d I s r ae l 

of m a n y t h i n g s , b u t it h a s n ' t y e t a c c u s e d 

us of s h i p p i n g oil t o S o u t h Afr ica . 

T h i s y e a r t h e r e p o r t w e n t fu r the r . I t 

a c t u a l l y n a m e d a n d c o n d e m n e d t h e 

A r a b c o u n t r i e s w h o w e r e s h i p p i n g oil t o 

S o u t h Afr ica . T h a t h a s n e v e r h a p p e n e d 

before . 

S h a n k s : U n f o r t u n a t e l y , t h a t h a s n ' t 

r e c e i v e d v e r y m u c h p u b l i c i t y . The New 
York Times r e p o r t e d i t — i n a t w o - i n c h 

s to ry o n a n ins ide p a g e . T h e s tory sa id 
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t h a t I s r a e l c l a i m e d t h a t 9 5 p e r c e n t of 

t h e oil s h i p p e d t o S o u t h Afr ica c a m e f rom 

t h e A r a b s , a n d t h e n in t h e s e c o n d 

p a r a g r a p h , to b e e v e n - h a n d e d , t h e Times 
s a i d t h a t S a u d i A r a b i a d e n i e d t h e 

c h a r g e , c l a i m i n g it s t r ic t ly e n f o r c e d t h e 

b o y c o t t a g a i n s t s h i p p i n g oil t o S o u t h 

Afr ica . 

N e t a n y a h u : N e v e r t h e l e s s , it m a d e a 

t r e m e n d o u s i m p a c t w h e r e it c o u n t s — 

w i t h t h e A f r i c a n d i p l o m a t s a n d w i t h t h e 

Af r i can g o v e r n m e n t s . As a resu l t , t h i s 

y e a r t h e l a n g u a g e in t h e t r a d i t i o n a l 

r e s o l u t i o n s c o n d e m n i n g I s r a e l w a s 

s u d d e n l y t o n e d d o w n . W e ' r e o n t h e w a y 

t o w a r d c o m p l e t e l y e l i m i n a t i n g t h e 

Af r i can r e s o l u t i o n s a g a i n s t us . O n t h e 

A r a b side of t h e ledger , I see t h e Afr icans 

focusing m o r e on A r a b t r a d e . 

S o w e a r e c r e a t i n g a fissure in th i s 

c o a l i t i o n , a n d in t h e a u t o m a t i c s ing l ing -

o u t of I s r ae l w i t h r e s p e c t t o S o u t h Afr ica . 

S h a n k s : T h a t ' s a terr i f ic s tory , b u t v e r y 

l i t t le k n o w n . W h e n I r e a d t h e s to ry in 

t h e Times, I w o n d e r e d h o w y o u c o u l d 

p r o v e y o u r c l a i m t h a t 9 5 p e r c e n t of S o u t h 

Afr ica ' s oi l w a s b e i n g s u p p l i e d b y t h e 

A r a b s . T h e y d i d n ' t r e p o r t h o w y o u k n e w 

th is . 

N e t a n y a h u : By t h e d e t a i l e d l i s t ings of oil 

t a n k e r s v i s i t i ng S o u t h Af r i can p o r t s . O n e 

t h i n g is i m p o r t a n t — t o h a v e i r r e f u t a b l e 

facts . F a c t s m u s t t h e n b e c o u p l e d w i t h 

p o w e r f u l a r g u m e n t s . A n d t h e n , of c o u r s e , 

y o u h a v e to use r h e t o r i c to c o m b i n e t h e 

i r r e f u t a b l e f a c t s w i t h t h e p o w e r f u l 

a r g u m e n t s . B u t t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t t h i n g 

is t o h a v e a bas i s in i r r e fu t ab l e fapts. T h a t 

m a k e s p e o p l e t a k e y o u ser ious ly . 

S h a n k s : H o w m a n y n a t i o n s d o n o t 

r e c o g n i z e I s r a e l a n d h o w m a n y d o 

r e c o g n i z e h e r ? 

N e t a n y a h u : A b o u t ha l f of t h e m e m b e r s 

"One of the first 
things I learned as a 
young soldier in the 
Israeli army is that 
there is no fence, 

no wall that is 
impregnable." 

of t h e U N r e c o g n i z e us . T h e r e a r e 159 

c o u n t r i e s in t h e U N . P a r t of t h e p r o b l e m 

in e s t a b l i s h i n g r e l a t i o n s w i t h t h e res t o f 

t h e w o r l d [ t h a t d o e s n ' t r e c o g n i z e I s r a e l ] 

is t h e i m p a c t o f t h e s e a n t i - I s r a e l i 

r e so lu t i ons . T h e t r a d i t i o n a l w i s d o m is 

t h a t n o U N r e s o l u t i o n , e spec ia l ly a n a n t i -

I s r ae l r e s o l u t i o n , e v e r dies . W h e n I first 

c a m e h e r e , a v e t e r a n L a t i n A m e r i c a n 

d i p l o m a t t o o k m e a s i d e a n d s a i d , 

" B e n j a m i n , I wi l l te l l y o u o n e t h i n g 

a b o u t t h i s b o d y . I t ' s t h e h o u s e o f 

i m m o r t a l life. N o r e s o l u t i o n e v e r d ies 

h e r e . I t ' s p a s s e d in ' 5 5 . I t ' s r e a f f i r m e d 

in ' 6 5 , ' 7 5 , ' 8 5 , e t c . " T h a t t u r n s o u t n o t 

t o b e t h e case . T h e I r a q i r e s o l u t i o n 

t u r n e d o u t t o b e a n e x c e p t i o n . I n 1 9 8 1 , 

I s r a e l d e s t r o y e d I r a q ' s n u c l e a r b o m b 

fac to ry . S i n c e 1 9 8 1 , t h e I r a q i s h a v e h a d 

a r e s o l u t i o n p a s s e d e a c h y e a r c o n d e m n 

i n g I s r ae l for th i s a t t a c k . W h e n I c a m e 

h e r e in 1984 , I l e a r n e d t h a t t h e r e w a s 

a n I r a n i a n n u c l e a r r e a c t o r t h a t t h e I r a q i s 

w e r e a t t a c k i n g q u i t e r e g u l a r l y . T h e 

I r a n i a n s d i d n o t d i s p u t e th i s ; i n d e e d , 

t h e y c o n f i r m e d it. S o t h a t y e a r , t h e I r a q i s 

lost 2 0 v o t e s o n t h e r e s o l u t i o n c o n d e m n 

i n g I s r ae l for its a t t a c k o n I r a q ' s n u c l e a r 

r e a c t o r ; 2 0 c o u n t r i e s left t h e i r s ide in o n e 

y e a r . T h e y r e s u r r e c t e d t h a t r e s o l u t i o n 

t h e n e x t y e a r a n d lost a n o t h e r 2 0 vo tes . 

T h e n e x t y e a r t h e y s i m p l y n e g l e c t e d t o 

b r i n g t h e r e s o l u t i o n u p . T h e y s i m p l y 

k i l led it , t h e i r o w n r e s o l u t i o n . 

A n o t h e r e x a m p l e : T h e S y r i a n s 

r e c e n t l y w a n t e d t o c o n v e n e a c o n f e r e n c e 

o n i n t e r n a t i o n a l t e r r o r i s m in o r d e r t o 

def ine t e r r o r i s m . N o r m a l l y , th i s p r o p o s a l 

w o u l d p a s s in t h e U N . F i v e y e a r s a g o , 

t e n y e a r s a g o , s u c h a b s u r d i t i e s w o u l d 

h a v e p a s s e d . W e l l it fa i led a b j e c t l y , 

c o m p l e t e l y . 

S h a n k s : W h y d i d n ' t it pass? 

N e t a n y a h u : B e c a u s e w e s u c c e e d e d in 

c h a n g i n g t h e t e r m s of r e f e r ence o n t h e 

w a y t e r r o r i s m is d i scussed . I n t h e 1970s, 

t h e A r a b s w e r e a b l e t o m a k e a lo t of 

h e a d w a y a g a i n s t us by c l a i m i n g t h a t 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l t e r r o r i s m w a s e x p l o d i n g a l l 

a r o u n d t h e w o r l d a s a resu l t of I s r ae l ' s 

po l ic ies a n d t h e " P a l e s t i n i a n p r o b l e m . " 

If a b o m b e x p l o d e d in T o k y o o r in R o m e 

o r in L o n d o n , th i s w a s b e c a u s e of t h e 

" P a l e s t i n i a n p r o b l e m . " W h a t w e w e r e 

a b l e t o d o in t h e 1980s w a s t o t u r n t h e 

t a b l e s o n t h e A r a b s b e c a u s e w e e x p o s e d 

t h e p r a c t i t i o n e r s of t e r r o r . W e e x p o s e d 

t h e fact t h a t n e a r l y a l l i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

t e r r o r i s m is t h e w o r k of g o v e r n m e n t s , 

w h i c h use t e r r o r a s a n i n s t r u m e n t of 

w a r f a r e — n o t o n l y a g a i n s t I s r ae l , b u t 

a g a i n s t t h e W e s t e r n w o r l d . O n c e t h i s 

b e c a m e a p p a r e n t — i t w a s a lso p u b l i c l y 

e x p o s e d in t h e t r i a l s of S y r i a n s in L o n d o n 

a n d in W e s t Ber l in , w h e n t h e L i b y a n s 

w e r e c a p t u r e d a n d e x p o s e d in M a d r i d 

a n d t h e I r a n i a n s c a u g h t b y F r a n c e — 

t h e n t h e w h o l e d e b a t e c o n c e r n i n g 

t e r r o r i s m w a s r e s h a p e d . N o l o n g e r w a s 

it w h a t t o d o a b o u t t h e I s rae l i s , b u t w h a t 

t o d o a b o u t S y r i a , w h a t t o d o a b o u t 

L i b y a , w h a t t o d o a b o u t I r a n ; t h e P L O 

w a s seen m e r e l y a s a n a d j u n c t of these 

g o v e r n m e n t s . T h a t r e p r e s e n t s a c o m p l e t e 

shift in t h e t e r m s of r e fe rence of t h e 

d e b a t e . I n th i s w a y , w e w e r e a b l e t o 

de fea t t h e S y r i a n r e s o l u t i o n t o def ine 

t e r r o r i s m . 

O r c o n s i d e r t h e a n n u a l v o t e o n o u r 

c r e d e n t i a l s . E v e r y y e a r t h e A r a b s a n d 

s o m e t i m e s t h e I r a n i a n s j o i n t o g e t h e r t o 

t ry t o e x p e l I s r ae l f r om t h e U N . T h e y 

d o so b y t r y i n g t o d e n y o u r c r e d e n t i a l s 

as a p r e l u d e t o o u r e x p u l s i o n . E a c h y e a r 

t h e y lose, b u t t h e i n t e r e s t i n g t h i n g is t h e y 

lose b y a g r o w i n g m a r g i n ; t h e n u m b e r 

of c o u n t r i e s t h a t s u p p o r t t h e m r e m a i n s 

f i x e d a t a b o u t 4 0 . T h e n u m b e r o f 

c o u n t r i e s t h a t s u p p o r t us h a s g o n e u p 

s t ead i ly . T h i s y e a r it r e a c h e d a n a l l - t i m e 

h i g h of 8 8 . A few y e a r s a g o it w a s 72 . 
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I t w e n t t o 79 , t o 8 2 , t o 8 5 , t o 8 8 . W e 

a r e o b v i o u s l y c u t t i n g i n t o t h e c o u n t r i e s 

of t h e m i d d l e g r o u n d . I t ' s a d i f fe ren t U N , 

a l b e i t still a v e r y n e g a t i v e o n e , b u t less 

n e g a t i v e b e c a u s e w e h a v e b e e n a b l e t o 

find t h e c r a c k s . 

A final e x a m p l e is t h e b a t t l e o v e r t h e 

U N ' s N a z i a r c h i v e s . I n i t i a l l y , w e f aced 

a u n i t e d i n t e r n a t i o n a l o p p o s i t i o n t o 

o p e n i n g u p t h e s e a r c h i v e s . Af te r a y e a r 

a n d a h a l f of s t r u g g l e w e w o n ; w e o p e n e d 

t h e a rch ives , a n d th is h a s also i nc rea sed 

o u r s t a n d i n g . 

Al l t h e s e a r e e x a m p l e s w h e r e th i s w a l l 

o f o b s t r u c t i o n a n d i n d i f f e r e n c e a n d 

hos t i l i ty h a s b e e n b r e a c h e d . A n d w h e n 

y o u b r e a c h it p e o p l e t a k e n o t i c e . 

S h a n k s : W h a t ' s it l ike w h e n y o u w a l k 

t h r o u g h t h e ha l l s of t h e U N ? D o p e o p l e 

s h u n y o u ? 

N e t a n y a h u : O n t h e c o n t r a r y . 

S h a n k s : W h a t a b o u t t h e n a t i o n s t h a t 

d o n ' t r e c o g n i z e I s rae l? 

N e t a n y a h u : W e h a v e m a n y , m a n y c o n 

t a c t s in t h e U N w i t h m o s t of these 

c o u n t r i e s . 

S h a n k s : I n c l u d i n g w i t h t h e c o u n t r i e s 

t h a t d o n ' t r e c o g n i z e y o u ? 

N e t a n y a h u : E s p e c i a l l y w i t h t h e m . 

S h a n k s : I n c l u d i n g A r a b c o u n t r i e s ? 

N e t a n y a h u : A r a b c o u n t r i e s , yes . 

S h a n k s : I n a d d i t i o n t o E g y p t ? 

N e t a n y a h u : I n a d d i t i o n t o E g y p t . T h e 

i m p o r t a n t t h i n g t o u n d e r s t a n d is th is : 

I s r ae l h a s r e l a t i o n s w i t h a b o u t h a l f t h e 

c o u n t r i e s , w h i c h m e a n s it d o e s n ' t h a v e 

r e l a t i o n s w i t h t h e o t h e r half. F o r a 

c o u n t r y t h a t d o e s n ' t h a v e a n e m b a s s y 

in I s r ae l , t h e U N b e c o m e s t h e u n i v e r s a l 

e m b a s s y . I t ' s v e r y easy t o m e e t t h e 

a m b a s s a d o r of a c o u n t r y y o u d o n ' t h a v e 

r e l a t i o n s w i t h ; w e m e e t t h e m p r a c t i c a l l y 

e v e r y d a y a n d w e h a v e a fu l l - t ime p e r s o n 

o n o u r staff w h o does j u s t t h a t . I n o t h e r 

w o r d s , in a d d i t i o n t o t h e m u l t i l a t e r a l 

d i p l o m a c y t h a t t a k e s p l a c e h e r e , t h e r e 

is a lo t of b i l a t e r a l d i p l o m a c y . 

A n d it is i m p o r t a n t t o u n d e r s t a n d t h a t 

t h e m u l t i l a t e r a l affects t h e b i l a t e r a l . If 

w e a r e seen in t h e m u l t i l a t e r a l a r e n a a s 

i so l a t ed , w e a k , a p a r i a h , a l epe r , t h e n 

t h a t ' s w h a t w e b e c o m e . O t h e r s b e g i n t o 

t h i n k of u s as a l epe r , a n d e v e n t u a l l y 

w e wil l t h i n k of ourse lves as a l epe r . I f 

w e fight b a c k a n d score s o m e vis ib le 

v ic to r i es , t h e n t h e c l i m a t e , t h e a t t i t u d e 

t o w a r d I s r ae l c h a n g e s , a n d th is h e l p s us 

in o u r b i l a t e r a l c o n t a c t s . T h e r e h a s 

r e c e n t l y b e e n a t r e m e n d o u s i n c r e a s e in 

t h e s e b i l a t e r a l c o n t a c t s ; i n d e e d , m a n y 

c o u n t r i e s a r e n o w c o m i n g t o us . W h a t 

d o t h e y w a n t f r o m us? T h e y w a n t o u r 

a g r i c u l t u r a l e x p e r t s , for o n e t h i n g . 

T h r o u g h t h e U N w e sent s o m e of o u r 

d r i p - i r r i g a t i o n e x p e r t s to C h i n a . 

S h a n k s : M a i n l a n d C h i n a ? 

N e t a n y a h u : S u r e . T h e C h i n e s e n o w s e n d 

p e o p l e t o I s r a e l . T h a t is a lso t r u e of m a n y 

Af r i can c o u n t r i e s . T h e y w a n t o u r a g r i 

c u l t u r a l h e l p . W e h a v e m e d i c a l assis

t a n c e t h a t t h e y w a n t . T h e y w a n t s ecu r i t y 

sys tems a g a i n s t t e r r o r i s m . 

A n d i n v a r i a b l y t h e y w a n t o n e o t h e r 

t h i n g : T h e y a l w a y s say " G i v e us y o u r 

s e c r e t . " 

A n d I say " W h a t s e c r e t ? " 

A n d t h e y say , " Y o u k n o w t h e s e c r e t . " 

A n d I s a y " C o u l d y o u b e m o r e 

spec i f ic?" 

A n d t h e y say , ' ' Y o u k n o w , tel l u s h o w 

w e c a n g e t t o t h e A m e r i c a n s . " 

A n d t h a t is a n o t h e r f ac to r t h a t h a s 

c h a n g e d . T h e closeness of t h e r e l a t i o n 

sh ip b e t w e e n I s r ae l a n d U n i t e d S t a t e s 

is v i e w e d a s o n e of I s r a e l ' s i m p o r t a n t 

assets . I n d i p l o m a c y , if y o u ' r e w e a k a n d 

i so l a t ed , y o u a r e a l i ab i l i ty . N o b o d y ' s 

i n t e r e s t e d in y o u . B u t if y o u a r e s t r o n g , 

a n d a p p e a r t o h a v e s t r o n g al l ies, y o u c a n 

a t t r a c t o t h e r n a t i o n s . T h a t is n o w y e r y 

m u c h t h e p o s i t i o n w e find ou r se lves in. 

S h a n k s : L e t m e t a lk t o y o u a b o u t t a l k i n g 

t o t h e P L O . I t ' s a l w a y s s e e m e d t o m e 

a n i n a d e q u a t e e x p l a n a t i o n t o say I w o n ' t 

t a l k t o t h e P L O b e c a u s e it d o e s n ' t 

r e c o g n i z e I s r ae l o r b e c a u s e i t ' s a t e r ro r i s t 

o r g a n i z a t i o n . I r e c o g n i z e t h a t t h e y a r e 

t h e e n e m y . B u t it s eems t o m e t h a t w h a t 

w e s h o u l d b e a s k i n g is, " I s it g o o d for 

I s r ae l o r b a d for I s r ae l t o t a lk t o t h e 

P L O ? " P e a c e is m a d e w i t h e n e m i e s , n o t 

f r iends , so if it . . . . 

N e t a n y a h u : C o u l d p e a c e h a v e b e e n m a d e 

w i t h H i t l e r ? 

S h a n k s : I d o n ' t k n o w . 

N e t a n y a h u : T h e a r g u m e n t t h a t p e a c e is 

m a d e w i t h e n e m i e s is t r u e if t h e e n e m y 

is n o t d e d i c a t e d , in t h e v e r y f o u n d a t i o n 

of h is b e i n g , t o y o u r d e s t r u c t i o n . Y o u 

c a n t a l k t o a n a d v e r s a r y if y o u ' r e t a l k i n g 

a b o u t a r e s o l v a b l e g r i e v a n c e . B u t if t h e 

g r i e v a n c e is y o u r e x i s t e n c e , t h e r e ' s 

n o t h i n g t o t a lk a b o u t . 

S h a n k s : T h a t r ea l ly i sn ' t r e s p o n s i v e t o 

m y q u e s t i o n . T h e i s s u e s h o u l d b e 

w h e t h e r i t ' s g o o d for I s rae l o r b a d for 

I s r ae l t o t a l k t o t h e P L O , n o t w h e t h e r 

t h e P L O r e c o g n i z e s I s r ae l o r w h e t h e r i t ' s 

a t e r r o r i s t o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

N e t a n y a h u : I ' m t r y i n g to r e s p o n d in t h a t 

d i r e c t i o n p rec i se ly , b e c a u s e w h a t t h e 

P L O is s e e k i n g is t h e d e s t r u c t i o n of I s r ae l . 

W h a t it l acks is l e g i t i m a c y in p u r s u i n g 

t h a t goa l . I t seeks its g o a l of d e s t r o y i n g 

I s r ae l b y a c o m b i n a t i o n of t e r r o r a n d 

d i p l o m a c y . T h e P L O , espec ia l ly A r a f a t , 

h a s u n d e r s t o o d w h a t s o m e of his co l 

l e a g u e s d o n o t u n d e r s t a n d , t h a t t e r r o r 

c o u p l e d w i t h d i p l o m a c y is m u c h m o r e 
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p o t e n t t h a n t e r r o r a l o n e . W i t h w o r d s y o u 

c a n of ten a c h i e v e m u c h m o r e t h a n w i t h 

b o m b s . T h e P L O a n n u a l l y reaf f i rms its 

des i r e , a s s t a t e d in its c h a r t e r , c a l l i n g for 

t h e d e s t r u c t i o n of I s rae l . 

S h a n k s : I t ' s n o t h i n g n e w t h a t A r a b s t a l k 

o u t of b o t h s ides of t h e i r m o u t h s . 

N e t a n y a h u : T h a t ' s n o t t h e p o i n t . T h e 

p o i n t is t h a t t h e essen t ia l t h r u s t of t h e 

P L O , its raison d'etre, is t h e d e s t r u c t i o n 

of I s rae l . I t h i n k t h e y [ t h e P L O l e a d 

e r s h i p ] a g r e e o n n o t h i n g else. T h e y d o n ' t 

e v e n a g r e e o n t h e n a t u r e o r size o r 

t e r r i t o r i a l de f in i t i on of t h e P a l e s t i n i a n 

s t a t e t h a t is s u p p o s e d t o e m e r g e a f te r 

I s r a e l is d e s t r o y e d . 

S h a n k s : T h a t ' s t r u e . B u t d o e s n ' t e v 

e r y o n e r ea l ly r e c o g n i z e t h a t th i s a i m of 

d e s t r o y i n g I s r ae l is p o s t u r i n g , a n d if y o u 

ge t d o w n t o se r ious n e g o t i a t i o n s , t h e y 

k n o w t h e y c a n ' t ge t t h a t ? 

N e t a n y a h u : I t ' s n o t p o s t u r i n g . T h e P L O 

is v e r y specific a b o u t it. V e r y specific. 

A n d q u i t e exp l i c i t . 

S h a n k s : B u t t h a t ' s w h a t t h e y say. 

N e t a n y a h u : I n t h e i r E n g l i s h p r o n o u n c e 

m e n t s , t h e y a r e a l w a y s v a g u e . T h e y t a l k 

a b o u t " e n d i n g Z i o n i s t a g g r e s s i o n , " 

e n d i n g t h e " o c c u p a t i o n of P a l e s t i n e . " 

T h e y l e a v e t h e s e f o r m u l a t i o n s v a g u e , b u t 

in A r a b i c t h e y a r e q u i t e exp l i c i t . I n 

K u w a i t i n e w s p a p e r s , for e x a m p l e , P L O 

l e a d e r s q u i t e r e c e n t l y d i s c u s s e d t h e 

s t ra tegy of l i q u i d a t i o n . 

S h a n k s : B u t t h a t ' s w h a t t h e y say. 

N e t a n y a h u : N o , n o . T h e y ' r e t a l k i n g q u i t e 

specif ical ly , in t h e i r i n n e r counc i l s , t o o , 

a b o u t t h e s t r a t e g y o f l i q u i d a t i o n . 

N u m b e r o n e , l e t ' s g e t t h e J e w s t o t a l k 

to us a b o u t s e t t i n g u p a P L O s t a t e in 

J u d e a a n d S a m a r i a . N u m b e r t w o , le t ' s 

d e s t r o y b o t h J o r d a n a n d I s rae l . T h i s is 

"There is absolutely 
nothing irresolvable 
or irreconcilable in 

the Arab-Israeli 
conflicts. The fact is 
that we cannot get 
people to negotiate 

with us." 
w h a t t h e y say. W h a t t h e y d o n ' t s ay 

p u b l i c l y , e x c e p t w h e n t h e y o c c a s i o n a l l y 

s l ip u p — a n d th i s is t h e essence of t h e i r 

s t r a t e g y — i s t h a t in o r d e r t o a c h i e v e t h e i r 

g o a l , t h e y m u s t h a v e a f o o t h o l d in 

d i p l o m a t i c n e g o t i a t i o n s . 

S h a n k s : I m a g i n e s o m e o n e w h o r e a s o n 

a b l y d i s a g r e e s w i t h y o u ; h e m a y b e w r o n g 

b u t h e m a y s t i l l b e r e a s o n a b l e i n 

b e l i e v i n g t h a t it m a y b e poss ib le t o 

n e g o t i a t e s o m e t h i n g w i t h t h e P L O t h a t 

w o u l d p r o v i d e for I s r ae l ' s s ecu r i t y a n d 

its ex i s t ence . . . . 

N e t a n y a h u : W h a t s h o u l d w e n e g o t i a t e 

w i t h a n e n e m y t h a t seeks o u r d e s t r u c 

t i o n ? T h e m e t h o d of o u r d e c a p i t a t i o n ? 

T h e p rocess of o u r l i q u i d a t i o n ? I n t h e 

case of t h e P L O , in t h e case of these 

b u t c h e r s , w e ' r e f ac ing l i t t le H i t l e r s . T h e 

o n l y r e a s o n t h e y a r e n o t b i g H i t l e r s is 

b e c a u s e t h e y h a v e n ' t a m a s s e d t h e p o w e r . 

L a s t y e a r , I e x h i b i t e d in t h e U N 

S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l a P L O c a l e n d a r m a r k 

i n g t h e d a t e s t o c e l e b r a t e . T h e a n n i v e r 

sar ies i n c l u d e d t h e [1972] m a s s a c r e of 

Is rae l i a t h l e t e s a t M u n i c h , t h e [1974] 

m a s s a c r e of c h i l d r e n a t M a a l o t , a n d n o 

d o u b t th i s y e a r ' s c a l e n d a r wi l l i n c l u d e 

t h e [ 1 9 8 6 ] m a s s a c r e a t t h e I s t a n b u l 

s y n a g o g u e . T h i s tells y o u s o m e t h i n g . T h e 

c e l e b r a t i o n , t h e a d u l a t i o n o f t h e s e 

m a s s a c r e s a n d t h e r e a f f i r m a t i o n a n n u a l l y 

of t h e l a r g e r p u r p o s e of o u r l i q u i d a t i o n 

tells y o u s o m e t h i n g . W h e n it c o m e s t o 

t h e P L O , m e a n s a n d e n d s a r e ind isso l -

u b l y l i n k e d . T h e y a r e o n e a n d t h e s a m e . 

T h e t e c h n i q u e is m a s s a c r e b e c a u s e t h e 

g o a l is m a s s a c r e . 

W h e n y o u a s k a b o u t t h e P L O ' s 

r e f o r m a b i l i t y , b a s i c a l l y p e o p l e w o u l d 

l ike t o b e l i e v e t h a t " e v e r y b o d y ' s l ike u s . " 

T h e y w o u l d l ike t o be l i eve t h a t e v e r y o n e 

u l t i m a t e l y c a n b e r e f o r m e d i n t o t h e 

po l i t i c a l p rocess . Po l i t i cs , a f te r a l l , is t h e 

n o n v i o l e n t r e s o l u t i o n of conf l ic t . B u t it 

m u s t i n c l u d e t h e a c c e p t a n c e of t h e bas i c 

l e g i t i m a c y of y o u r a d v e r s a r y ; t h a t ' s w h e n 

y o u d o n ' t s h o o t h i m . T h a t ' s w h y y o u 

h a v e s h o u t i n g m a t c h e s o r v e r b a l j o u s t s 

o r b a l l o t s , n o t b u l l e t s . 

T h e t e r r o r i s m t h a t t h e P L O p r a c t i c e s 

reflects t h e o p p o s i t e of po l i t i cs . I t ' s t h e 

c o m p l e t e r e j ec t i on of po l i t i c s a n d t h e 

l e g i t i m a c y of y o u r o p p o n e n t . 

N o w t h e y a lso h a v e a n o t h e r p r o b l e m . 

If a n y o n e of t h e m w e r e t o t r y to d e v i a t e 

f rom t h e l ine o f d e s t r o y i n g I s r ae l , h e 

w o u l d b e d e s t r o y e d . T h i s is t r u e of a l l 

t e r ro r i s t o r g a n i z a t i o n s , a s D o s t o y e v s k i 

u n d e r s t o o d 100 y e a r s a g o . If t h e r e a r e 

five m e m b e r s of a t e r ro r i s t g r o u p , a n d 

four of t h e m a r e c o n v i n c e d t h a t t h e fifth 

is a d i s s e n t e r in t h e i r p a c t of t e r r o r a n d 

a n a r c h y , t h e y wil l m u r d e r h i m . A t t h a t 

p o i n t , t h e y a r e a l l l o c k e d in a c i rc le of 

b l o o d a n d n o n e of t h e m c a n e s c a p e . T h a t 

is t r u e of t h e P L O . 

B o t h its i n h e r e n t g o a l of d e s t r o y i n g 

I s r ae l a n d t h e i n t e r n a l m e c h a n i s m of 

m u t u a l t e r r o r p r e v e n t s a r ea l r e f o r m a t i o n 

of t h e P L O . If y o u w a n t t o m o v e t o w a r d 

p e a c e , t h e bes t t h i n g t o d o is t o k e e p 

t h e P L O o u t s i d e . As l o n g as t h e P L O 

is t h e r e , t h e r e w o n ' t b e p e a c e . I t wi l l 

v e t o a n y p e a c e . 

T h e r e is a b s o l u t e l y n o t h i n g i r reso lv

a b l e o r i r r e c o n c i l a b l e in t h e A r a b - I s r a e l i 

confl ic ts . T h e g r i e v a n c e s t h e m s e l v e s a r e 

n o t i m p o s s i b l e t o r e s o l v e . N o t t h e 

t e r r i t o r i e s , n o t t h e re fugees a n d n o t 

b o u n d a r i e s . T h e y a r e c o m p l e x , t h e y a r e 

s t u b b o r n , b u t t h e y a r e n o t i r r e c o n c i l a b l e . 

M u c h m o r e diff icult p r o b l e m s h a v e b e e n 

r e so lved in th i s c e n t u r y , i n v o l v i n g m u c h 

m o r e d i f f i c u l t t e r r i t o r i a l d i v i s i o n s , 

b o r d e r s d i s p u t e d a n d t e n s of mi l l i ons of 

re fugees . W h e n y o u look a t w h a t h a s 

b e e n h o l d i n g u p t h e r e c o n c i l i a t i o n of 

A r a b a n d J e w s ince t h e 1920s, it is t h e 

f a c t t h a t w e c a n n o t g e t p e o p l e t o 

n e g o t i a t e w i t h us . T h o s e w h o g e n u i n e l y 

M A R C H 1 9 8 8 . M O M E N T 31 



w a n t to n e g o t i a t e w i t h us a n d a c c e p t o u r 

l e g i t i m a c y a r e a f r a id t h e y wil l b e sho t 

if t h e y c o m e f o r w a r d a n d say t h e y w a n t 

p e a c e w i t h I s r ae l . T h i s is w h a t t h e M u f t i 

[ H a j j A m i n a l - H u s s e i n , J e r u s a l e m ' s 

I s l a m i c l e a d e r ] d i d in t h e 1920s a n d 1930s 

t o t h o s e w h o w a n t e d to n e g o t i a t e ; th i s 

is w h a t is d o n e t o A r a b l e a d e r s t o d a y 

w h o w a n t to n e g o t i a t e . W h y d o s o m e 

t a l k a b o u t a l l sor ts of m e c h a n i s m s a n d 

c i r c u m l o c u t i o n s i n s t e a d of d i r e c t n e g o 

t i a t i ons? W h y ? B e c a u s e t h e A r a b s w h o 

w o u l d n e g o t i a t e a r e a f ra id of g e t t i n g 

shot . 

S h a n k s : T h e r e ' s a w i d e s p r e a d be l ie f t h a t 

t h e P L O ' s w i t h h o l d i n g of r e c o g n i t i o n is 

a n e g o t i a t i n g p l o y , t h a t a t t h e n e g o t i a t 

i n g t a b l e t h e y w o u l d o b v i o u s l y h a v e t o 

give t h a t u p . 

N e t a n y a h u : T h a t reflects a f u n d a m e n t a l 

m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g of t h e n a t u r e of t h e 

P L O . T h i s b e a s t is n o t g o i n g t o c h a n g e ; 

th i s l e o p a r d is n o t g o i n g to c h a n g e its 

spots . 

S h a n k s : M a n y p e o p l e feel t h a t t h e 

pos i t i on y o u t a k e cas t s I s r ae l in t h e ro le 

of t h e p a r t y w h o is h i n d e r i n g , r es i s t ing 

n e g o t i a t i o n s . 

N e t a n y a h u : T w o d a y s a g o I w a s in t h e 

G e n e r a l A s s e m b l y , a n d I s p o k e o u t to 

t h e A r a b d e l e g a t e s . I sa id , " Y o u al l t a l k 

a b o u t I s r a e l re fus ing t o n e g o t i a t e . F i n e . 

I h a v e a s i m p l e p r o p o s a l t o a n y A r a b 

a m b a s s a d o r . I a m a u t h o r i z e d to e n t e r 

n e g o t i a t i o n s r i g h t o u t s i d e th is c o r r i d o r , 

in c o m f o r t a b l e c h a i r s . I a m a u t h o r i z e d 

to sit w i t h y o u r i g h t n o w , w i t h a n y 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e f rom a n y A r a b s t a te . W i l l 

a n y o n e c o m e f o r t h ? " A n d I s t o o d t h e r e 

a n d fo lded m y a r m s . A n d I w a i t e d . A n d 

I w a i t e d . A n d I w a i t e d . 

S h a n k s : W o u l d y o u d o t h a t w i t h t h e 

P L O ? 

N e t a n y a h u : N o , I w o u l d n ' t d o t h a t w i t h 

t h e P L O . T h e P L O cal ls for m y d e 

s t r u c t i o n . T h e P L O is n o t a g o v e r n m e n t . 

S h a n k s : W h a t ' s t h e d o w n side of offer ing 
to n e g o t i a t e w i t h t h e P L O ? 

N e t a n y a h u : T h e d o w n s ide of it is t h a t 

p e o p l e w h o h a v e a suscep t ib i l i t y t o P L O 

p r o p a g a n d a w i l l a c c e p t t h e m a s a 

l e g i t i m a t e p a r t n e r for n e g o t i a t i o n s . 

W e ' r e n o t g o i n g t o a l l o w t h a t c r a c k in 

t h e d o o r , t h a t wil l o p e n t h e d o o r , t h a t 

wil l l e a d t o t h e a c h i e v e m e n t of t h e i r 

ob jec t ives . B e c a u s e t h e i r o b j e c t i v e is t h e 

l i q u i d a t i o n of t h e s t a t e of I s r ae l . T h e 

m i n u t e y o u l eg i t imize t h e m , t h e m i n u t e 

y o u g ive t h e m a foot in t h e d o o r , t h e 

m i n u t e y o u g ive t h e m t h e i n t e r m e d i a t e 

s t age of t h a t P L O s ta te t h a t t h e y seek, 

i t ' s a p r e l u d e t o t h e d e s t r u c t i o n of t h e 

J e w i s h s t a te . W o u l d y o u h a v e n e g o t i a t e d 

w i t h H i t l e r ? W o u l d y o u h a v e g iven h i m 

s o m e t h i n g ? T h e r e a r e t i m e s in t h e life 

of c iv i l i zed n a t i o n s w h e n t h e y ' r e faced 

w i t h i n t r a c t a b l e o p p o n e n t s . 

S h a n k s : A r e n ' t t h e r e a lo t of A r a b s o n 

t h e W e s t B a n k w h o look t o t h e P L O for 

l e a d e r s h i p , b u t w h o rea l ly a r e n ' t d e d 

i c a t e d to t h e d e s t r u c t i o n of I s rae l? 

N e t a n y a h u : I t h i n k t h a t t h e r e ' s a differ

e n c e b e t w e e n t h e r h e t o r i c a l s u p p o r t t h e y 

g ive t o t h e P L O a n d the a c t u a l s u p p o r t . 

If it w e r e a c t u a l s u p p o r t , o u r life w o u l d 

b e he l l a n d t h e i r life w o u l d b e he l l [— 

d a y in a n d d a y o u t , n o t j u s t p e r i o d i c 

burs t s of v io lence*] . Bu t , in fact, t h e P L O 

is a n ab jec t fa i lure in its ab i l i ty to mob i l i z e 

t h e masses . T h e r e is a t r e m e n d o u s gulf 

b e t w e e n w h a t is said a n d w h a t is d o n e . 

Ac t ions speak a lot l o u d e r t h a n w o r d s , 

a n d t h e P L O ' s ac t ions speak a lot l o u d e r 

t h a n t h e i r w o r d s ( a l t h o u g h t h e i r w o r d s 

a re q u i t e in te res t ing , too, especial ly in 

A r a b i c ) . 

* A d d e d later by N e t a n y a h u 

S h a n k s : I f I s r ae l w e r e to a n n o u n c e t h a t 

it w o u l d t a l k t o t h e P L O , w h a t s e c u r i t y 

d a n g e r to I s r ae l w o u l d t h a t e n t a i l ? 

N e t a n y a h u : I t h i n k t h e P L O ' s i m m e d i a t e 

ob j ec t i ve is t o e s t ab l i sh a P L O s t a t e in 

J u d e a a n d S a m a r i a . T h i s w o u l d pose a n 

i m m e d i a t e t h r e a t . . . . 

S h a n k s : Y o u d o n ' t h a v e t o a g r e e t o t h a t . 

N e t a n y a h u : W e l l , y o u ' r e g e t t i n g o n t o a 

c o u r s e t h a t is v e r y difficult t o s top . O n c e 

y o u b e g i n t h e c o u r s e of d i p l o m a t i c 

m o v e s , y o u o p e n t h e d o o r a c r a c k , a n d 

t h e d o o r wi l l be o p e n for t h e m , b e c a u s e 

o b v i o u s l y t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l forces w o u l d 

s u p p o r t t h e P L O al l t h e w a y . 

S h a n k s : T h e r e is n o w a y a n y o n e w o u l d 

i m a g i n e t h a t I s r ae l w o u l d a g r e e t o a 

P a l e s t i n i a n s t a t e in S a m a r i a a n d J u d e a . 

N e t a n y a h u : W e l l . . . . 

S h a n k s : Y o u w o u l d n ' t , w o u l d y o u ? 

Y o u ' d n e v e r d o t h a t . 

N e t a n y a h u : I a g r e e w i t h y o u . I n t h a t case , 

w h y p l a c e you r se l f in a n i m p o s s i b l e 

pos i t i on? 

S h a n k s : W h a t ' s t h e d o w n s ide of t a l k i n g ? 

N e t a n y a h u : M e r e l y t h a t t h e p r e s s u r e to 

c o n c e d e w o u l d i nc rea se i m m e a s u r a b l y , 

w o u l d b e i m m e a s u r a b l y s t r o n g e r . I t ' s l ike 

C z e c h o s l o v a k i a . T h e W e s t a s k e d t h e m , 

" W h y d o n ' t y o u [ C z e c h o s l o v a k i a ] s p e a k 

t o t h e N a z i s . " T h e L o n d o n Times h a d 

a n e d i t o r i a l : W h y is C z e c h o s l o v a k i a 

r e s i s t i n g n e g o t i a t i o n s t o g i v e self-

d e t e r m i n a t i o n t o t h e S u d e t e n l a n d G e r 

m a n s ? W h y a r e y o u so res i s t an t? F i n a l l y , 

t h e C z e c h s g a v e in. A n d w i t h i n t h r e e 

m o n t h s , w i t h o u t f i r i n g a s h o t , t h e 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l p r e s s u r e f rom t h e W e s t e r n 

c o u n t r i e s b e c a m e so i n t o l e r a b l e t h a t 

C z e c h o s l o v a k i a in fact w a s forced to c e d e 

th is t e r r i t o r y . S h o r t l y a f t e r w a r d s , C z e 

c h o s l o v a k i a w a s c o n q u e r e d b y t h e N a z i s . 
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"It's better to be 
unpopular and alive 
than to be popular 

and dead." 

S h a n k s : D o y o u see t h a t h a p p e n i n g in 

t h e case of I s rae l a n d t h e P a l e s t i n i a n s ? 

N e t a n y a h u : O n e of t w o t h i n g s : E i t h e r w e 

a r e fo rced t o c e d e — a n d I a s s u m e w e wil l 

resist t h a t — o r if w e ' r e n o t fo rced t o c e d e , 

o u r i so l a t ion wil l b e c o m e m u c h g r e a t e r . 

S h a n k s : W h a t a b o u t t h e hasbara [ p u b l i c 

r e l a t i o n s ] v i c t o r y for I s r ae l if I s r a e l goes 

t o t h e n e g o t i a t i n g t a b l e w i t h t h e P L O 

a n d t h e P L O is u n r e a s o n a b l e ? 

N e t a n y a h u : T h e P L O wil l b e r e a s o n a b l e 

b e c a u s e it h a s , a s t h e y t e l l u s , a n 

i n t e r m e d i a t e o b j e c t i v e . T h e i n t e r m e 

d i a t e ob j ec t i ve is to ge t a foo tho ld f rom 

w h i c h t h e y c o u l d e x p l o d e b o t h J o r d a n 

a n d I s rae l . F i r s t J o r d a n , in m y j u d g m e n t , 

a n d s e c o n d I s rae l . I t e n d to a g r e e w i t h 

G o l d a M e i r w h e n she s a i d — I ' m p a r a 

p h r a s i n g — i t ' s b e t t e r t o b e u n p o p u l a r 

a n d a l ive t h a n t o b e p o p u l a r a n d d e a d . 

S h a n k s : Y o u ' v e sa id t h a t I s r ae l s h o u l d 

k e e p t h e W e s t B a n k a n d G a z a p e r m a 

n e n t l y a n d forever . D o y o u still h o l d t o 

t h a t pos i t i on? 

N e t a n y a h u : W e l l , in m y official c a p a c i t y , 

I s a id t h a t m i l i t a r y c o n t r o l o v e r J u d e a , 

S a m a r i a a n d G a z a is a b s o l u t e l y v i t a l for 

I s r ae l ' s s ecu r i t y . I sa id it , I w r o t e it a n d 

of c o u r s e I s t a n d b y it. 

S h a n k s : B u t , t h a t ' s n o t m y q u e s t i o n . I 

a s k e d s o m e t h i n g b e y o n d t h a t . 

N e t a n y a h u : Y o u ' r e a s k i n g a q u e s t i o n t h a t 

I d i d n ' t g e t i n t o in m y official s t a t e m e n t s , 

b u t I ' l l b e h a p p y t o d o so o n c e I l e a v e 

th i s office. 

B u t in m y p r e s e n t c a p a c i t y I p a n say 

th is : T h e r e is n o w a force of 11 ,000 t a n k s 

o n I s r ae l ' s e a s t e r n front . T h i s is e q u a l 

t o t h e p o w e r of N A T O . W e h a v e t o 

a n t i c i p a t e t h a t t h e I r a n - I r a q w a r wi l l 

e n d . W h e n t h a t h a p p e n s , h a l f of t h a t 

force wil l b e c o m e a v a i l a b l e . A n o t h e r 

5 ,000 t a n k s a r e in S y r i a . A n o t h e r 1,500 

t a n k s in J o r d a n . A n d t h e r e ' s a swe l l i ng 

a r s e n a l in S a u d i A r a b i a . Al l th i s force 

m a y o n e d a y , w i t h s u r p r i s i n g r a p i d i t y , 

a m a s s o n o u r e a s t e r n f ront . F o r m o s t of 

th i s d e c a d e , t h e A r a b w o r l d h a s b e e n 

spl i t , l a rge ly b e c a u s e of t h e I r a n - I r a q 

w a r . B u t t h a t w a r m a y e n d v e r y soon . 

T h e e n d of t h e w a r m i g h t e v e n b e 

fac i l i t a t ed b y focus ing o n a c o m m o n 

e n e m y — I s r a e l . I s rae l c a n b e t h e g r e a t 

u n i f y i n g c r y of a r e n a s c e n t A r a b c o a l i t i o n 

o n o u r e a s t e r n f ront . T h a t w o u l d p i t t h e 

e q u i v a l e n t o f t h e e n t i r e p o w e r of N A T O 

a l o n g t h e b o r d e r s of t h e J o r d a n R i v e r . 

If w e d o n o t h a v e c o m p l e t e m i l i t a r y 

c o n t r o l o v e r t h e five r o u t e s t h a t l e a d f rom 

t h e J o r d a n u p t o t h e J u d e a - S a m a r i a 

m o u n t a i n r a n g e a n d o v e r t h e r i d g e - l i n e 

itself, t h e n w e s i m p l y c a n n o t d e f e n d 

ourse lves . T h i s t e r r i t o r y d o m i n a t e s a n d 

c o n t r o l s t h e 80 p e r c e n t of o u r p o p u l a t i o n 

t h a t l ives in a s l e n d e r b a n a n a - s h a p e d 

p i e c e of l a n d f rom J e r u s a l e m t h r o u g h T e l 

Av iv to H a i f a . T h a t ' s w h y , bas i ca l ly , 

t h e r e is a c o n s e n s u s in I s rae l , w i t h t h e 

e x c e p t i o n of f r inge g r o u p s , t h a t w h a t e v e r 

a r r a n g e m e n t s I s r ae l e n t e r s i n t o , t hese 

m u s t p r o v i d e for c o m p l e t e m i l i t a r y 

c o n t r o l o v e r th i s a r e a . O t h e r w i s e , I s r ae l 

s i m p l y w o u l d n o t b e a b l e to d e f e n d itself. 

S h a n k s : I t h i n k t h a t ' s t h e g e n e r a l l y 

a c c e p t e d p o s i t i o n t h r o u g h o u t t h e w o r l d : 

If t h e r e ' s g o i n g t o b e p e a c e , t h a t a r e a 

h a s t o b e d e m i l i t a r i z e d . 

N e t a n y a h u : I t s h o u l d n ' t b e d e m i l i t a r i z e d . 

T h i s is n o t w h a t I s r ae l be l i eves in. 

S h a n k s : Y o u w a n t y o u r m i l i t a r y h a r d 

w a r e t h e r e . 

N e t a n y a h u : T h e a r e a is t o o s m a l l t o b e 

d e m i l i t a r i z e d . T h i s is n o t t h e S i n a i . E v e n 

if E g y p t w e r e t o v i o l a t e t h e S i n a i 

a g r e e m e n t s , it w o u l d t a k e t h e E g y p t i a n 

a r m y a t l eas t t w o o r t h r e e d a y s t o cross 

t h a t d i s t a n c e . I n t h e case of J u d e a a n d 

S a m a r i a , i t ' s a t i n y d i s t a n c e , a s p i t t i n g 

d i s t a n c e t o o u r p o p u l a t i o n c e n t e r s . I t 

t akes t w o h o u r s t o cross it , t r a v e l i n g 

s lowly w i t h a t a n k . S o t h e r e is n o q u e s t i o n 

t h a t w e h a v e t o c o n t r o l t h a t t e r r i t o r y . 

F o r I s r ae l t o su rv i ve , it m u s t m a i n t a i n 

m i l i t a r y c o n t r o l o v e r th i s t e r r i t o r y — n o t 

so m u c h o v e r its p o p u l a t i o n , t h a t is n o t 

t h e issue, b u t o v e r t h e s t r a t e g i c passes 

a n d t h e e l e c t r o n i c s u r v e i l l a n c e p l a t f o r m s 

t h a t a r e so neces sa ry for I s r a e l ' s defense 

in t h e c o m i n g d e c a d e a n d in t h e c o m i n g 

c e n t u r y . 

S h a n k s : D o e s w h a t y o u say m e a n t h a t 

t h e I r a n - I r a q w a r is g o o d for I s rae l? 

N e t a n y a h u : W e l l , I ' l l s ay th is : O b v i o u s l y 

w h e n these t w o p r e d a t o r s a r e l o c k e d in 

a g r i p of d e a t h w i t h e a c h o t h e r , t h e y 

c a n n o t t h r e a t e n o t h e r s . A n d , b y t h e w a y , 

t h e i r first conf l ic t is w i t h t h e A r a b s , n o t 

w i t h I s r ae l . I n fact , be fore t h e w a r w i t h 

I r a n , I r a q w a s b e g i n n i n g t o e n c r o a c h o n 

K u w a i t , w h o s e t e r r i t o r y it c l a i m s in its 

e n t i r e t y . K u w a i t is a s t r e t c h of s a n d t h a t 

h a p p e n s t o h a v e a lo t of oi l , a n d I r a q 

e y e d it a n d w a n t e d it. B u t t h e n it t h o u g h t 

it h a d a m u c h r i p e r p l u m r e a d y for 

p l u n d e r , t h e oil fields across t h e S h a t e l -

A r a b in I r a n . W h e n t h e S h a h c o l l a p s e d , 

I r a q v i o l a t e d t h e n o n a g g r e s s i o n p a c t it 

h a d s i g n e d w i t h I r a n a few y e a r s e a r l i e r , 

a n d p r o c e e d e d t o i n v a d e . N o w I r a q is 

s u i n g for p e a c e b e c a u s e t h e b a l a n c e o f 

p o w e r h a s c h a n g e d . T h a t ' s i m p o r t a n t t o 

u n d e r s t a n d , b e c a u s e w h a t it tells y o u is 

t h a t t h e w h o l e M i d d l e E a s t is l i t t e r e d 

w i t h t r e a t i e s t h a t h a v e b e e n v i o l a t e d . 

T h e o n l y t h i n g t h a t k e e p s t h e p e a c e 

a m o n g t h e A r a b s t h e m s e l v e s is t h e i r 

p e r c e p t i o n o f t h e s t r e n g t h o f t h e i r 

a d v e r s a r i e s . V u l n e r a b i l i t y a n d s t r e n g t h 

a r e t h e key t o b o t h w a r a n d p e a c e in 

t h e M i d d l e E a s t . I f I s r a e l is m a d e 

v u l n e r a b l e in e x c h a n g e for p a p e r a g r e e 

m e n t s , t h e n t h e p e a c e wi l l n o t b e k e p t . 
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F o r p e a c e t o e n d u r e , i n c l u d i n g a p a p e r 

p e a c e , a c o n t r a c t u a l p e a c e , I s r ae l m u s t 

h a v e t h e a b i l i t y t o enforce t h a t p e a c e . 

A n d t h a t a b i l i t y c a n n o t b e m a i n t a i n e d , 

in m y j u d g m e n t , w i t h o u t I s r ae l ' s c o m 

p l e t e m i l i t a r y c o n t r o l o v e r t h e e n t i r e 

t e r r i t o r y wes t of t h e J o r d a n . 

S h a n k s : W o u l d y o u t a lk w i t h [ P r e s i d e n t ] 

A s s a d of S y r i a if h e w a n t e d t o n e g o t i a t e 

a p e a c e ? 

N e t a n y a h u : I w o u l d ask h i m w h e t h e r h e 

w a n t e d t o r e l i n q u i s h t h e c l a i m of 

d e s t r o y i n g I s r ae l . If h e sa id h e w a s w i l l i ng 

t o d o t h a t , t h e n , yes , I w o u l d n e g o t i a t e . 

S h a n k s : Y o u w o u l d n ' t n e g o t i a t e be fo re 

h e m a d e t h a t concess ion? 

N e t a n y a h u : I w o u l d e x p e c t t h a t c o n c e s 

s ion to b e i n h e r e n t in a n y s t a t e m e n t t h a t 

h e w o u l d m a k e o n n e g o t i a t i n g w i t h 

I s r ae l . I f h e w o u l d say, " I w a n t t o d e s t r o y 

I s r ae l , a n d I seek n e g o t i a t i o n s m e r e l y t o 

a c h i e v e t h a t g o a l , " I w o u l d say , forget 

i t . If, o n t h e o t h e r h a n d , h e s a i d , " I 

r e c o g n i z e t h e r i g h t of I s r ae l t o exist a n d 

n o w i t ' s a q u e s t i o n of s e t t l i ng s o m e of 

t h e g r i e v a n c e s b e t w e e n u s , " t h a t ' s a 

d i f ferent m a t t e r . 

S h a n k s : I u n d e r s t a n d y o u ' r e g o i n g t o b e 

l e a v i n g y o u r p r e s e n t pos i t i on s o o n t o go 

i n t o I s rae l i po l i t i cs ; y o u ' r e g o i n g t o r u n 

for t h e K n e s s e t . Is t h a t official? 

N e t a n y a h u : Y o u u n d e r s t a n d t h a t I wi l l 

b e l e a v i n g m y p o s t ; t h a t is t r u e . 

S h a n k s : W h e n wi l l y o u b e l e a v i n g ? 

N e t a n y a h u : I wi l l b e l e a v i n g be fo re t h e 

n e x t G e n e r a l A s s e m b l y in l a t e S e p 

t e m b e r . W h a t I wi l l d o t h e n I h a v e n ' t 

d e c i d e d . S o r e p o r t s o f m y d e m i s e a r e 

p r e m a t u r e a n d e x a g g e r a t e d . 

S h a n k s : N o t of y o u r d e m i s e , of y o u r 

a s c e n d a n c y . Y o u h a v e n ' t d e c i d e d 

w h e t h e r y o u ' r e g o i n g t o r u n for t h e 

K n e s s e t ? 

N e t a n y a h u : W e l l , a s l o n g a s I ' m in m y 

d i p l o m a t i c p o s t , I d o n ' t t h i n k i t ' s 

a p p r o p r i a t e t o d iscuss m y p e r s o n a l p l a n s . 

S h a n k s : W h y d i d y o u t u r n d o w n t h e 

c h a i r m a n s h i p of t h e J e w i s h A g e n c y a n d 

t h e W o r l d Z i o n i s t O r g a n i z a t i o n ? T h a t ' s 

a n e n o r m o u s l y p r e s t i g i o u s p o s i t i o n t h a t 

m o s t I s rae l i p o l i t i c i a n s w o u l d l e a p a t . 

N e t a n y a h u : F i r s t of a l l , w h o t o l d y o u I 

w a s offered t h e c h a i r m a n s h i p ? P e o p l e 

w e r e d i scuss ing t h e poss ib i l i ty t h a t I ' d 

run for t h a t pos t . B u t n e v e r t h e l e s s , t h e 

r e a s o n I d e c l i n e d t h a t offer w a s t h a t I 

h a d p l e n t y of t h i n g s to d o h e r e . I h a d 

t o finish m y j o b h e r e . Also , I w o u l d l ike 

t o s p e n d a s m u c h t i m e a s I c a n in I s r a e l . 

I ' v e s p e n t t h e las t five y e a r s o u t s i d e t h e 

c o u n t r y . I ' d l ike t o go b a c k a n d s p e n d 

al l m y t i m e in I s r ae l itself. 

S h a n k s : T h e J e w i s h A g e n c y w o u l d n ' t 

h a v e b e e n o u t s i d e of I s r ae l , w o u l d it? 

N e t a n y a h u : I t h i n k if y o u d o t h e j o b 

p r o p e r l y y o u h a v e t o s p e n d a v e r y g o o d 

p o r t i o n of y o u r t i m e o u t s i d e t h e c o u n t r y . 

S h a n k s : I r ea l i ze t h a t y o u c a n ' t t a l k 

a b o u t y o u r po l i t i c a l f u tu re , b u t o t h e r 

p e o p l e c a n a n d t h e y d o . I ' m t o l d t h a t 

y o u r wife is n o t J e w i s h , a n d if t h a t ' s t r u e , 

h o w w o u l d t h a t affect y o u r f u t u r e a s a 

p o l i t i c i a n in I s rae l? W o u l d it h a v e a n y 

effect? 

N e t a n y a h u : W e l l , I d o n ' t t h i n k it wi l l 

h a v e a n effect b e c a u s e m y wife is J e w i s h . 

M y wife w a s b o r n t o a J e w i s h f a t h e r a n d 

a n o n - J e w i s h m o t h e r . H e r f a t h e r ' s f ami ly 

fled f rom Ber l i n in t h e 1930s a n d se t t l ed 

in B r i t a i n , a n d t h e r e h e r f a t h e r m e t h e r 

m o t h e r . M y wife f o r m a l l y c o n v e r t e d to 

J u d a i s m w i t h R a b b i Yol les in P h i l a d e l 

p h i a , w h o ' s c o n s i d e r e d a m o n g t h e m o s t 

r e s p e c t e d r a b b i s . I t h i n k t h a t l a y s t h e 

m a t t e r t o res t . B u t s ince y o u a s k e d , I ' m 

g l a d I h a d t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o set t h e 

r e c o r d s t r a i g h t . 

S h a n k s : Y o u w e r e i n s t r u m e n t a l i n 

e s t a b l i s h i n g t h e J o n a t h a n I n s t i t u t e in 

m e m o r y of y o u r fallen b r o t h e r . T h i s 

i n s t i t u t e s tud i e s t e r r o r i s m . Y o u e d i t e d a n 

i m p o r t a n t b o o k o n t e r r o r i s m . D o y o u 

t h i n k I s r ae l a c t e d wise ly in t r a d i n g m o r e 

t h a n a t h o u s a n d t e r ro r i s t s in I s r a e l i j a i l s 

for t h r e e I s r ae l i so ld ie rs w h o w e r e h e l d 

b y t h e S y r i a n s ? Is t h e r e a n y l a s t i n g effect 

f r om t h a t t r a d e ? 

N e t a n y a h u : T h i s w a s w i d e l y v i e w e d a s 

a m i s t a k e ac ros s t h e I s rae l i p o l i t i c a l 

s p e c t r u m , a n d I s h a r e t h a t v i ew . 

S h a n k s : A r e t h e r e a n y l a s t i ng effects? 

N e t a n y a h u : I t h i n k t h e r e w o u l d b e , if 

p e o p l e b e l i e v e d t h a t th i s w a s a c o n t i n 

u i n g po l icy . P a r t of t h e p r o b l e m w i t h 

fighting t e r r o r i s m is t o e s t a b l i s h t h e 

p r i n c i p l e o f n o s u r r e n d e r . B a s c i a l l y 

t e r r o r i s m is b l a c k m a i l . S o t h e o n l y w a y 

to h a n d l e a b l a c k m a i l e r — t h e on ly w a y 

to h a n d l e a t e r ro r i s t—is t o refuse t o 

s u r r e n d e r . O n c e y o u beg in t o m a r c h d o w n 

t h e p a t h of c a p i t u l a t i o n , i t 's v e r y difficult 

to s top . I t h i n k t h a t w e h a v e h a d severa l 

o p p o r t u n i t i e s , s ince t h e n , t o d e m o n s t r a t e 

t h a t th is is n o t o u r policy, b e c a u s e w e h a v e 

h a d m a n y t h r e a t s , i n c l u d i n g t h r e a t s 

aga ins t s o m e Israel is w h o a r e h e l d c a p t i v e 

t o d a y in L e b a n o n . 

S h a n k s : R e c e n t l y The New York Times 
r e p o r t e d t h a t t e r r o r i s m in t h e M i d d l e 

E a s t w a s o c c u r r i n g a t a s t e a d y leve l . I t 

w a s n ' t i n c r e a s i n g o r d e c r e a s i n g . D o y o u 

s h a r e t h a t v i e w ? 

N e t a n y a h u : A c t u a l l y , t e r r o r i s m w i t h i n 

t h e M i d d l e E a s t , A r a b s a g a i n s t A r a b s , 

is a s r a m p a n t as ever . B u t t h e k i n d of 
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i n t e r n a t i o n a l t e r r o r i s m t h a t a t t r a c t s o u r 

a t t e n t i o n — e x p l o s i o n s in a i r p o r t s a n d o n 

a i r p l a n e s , a n d so o n — h a s , b y a n d l a r g e , 

d i s a p p e a r e d . I t h a s d i s a p p e a r e d b e c a u s e 

t h e m a i n forces b e h i n d it h a v e suffered 

d e v a s t a t i n g b l o w s . T h e forces b e h i n d it 

a r e essen t ia l ly a L e a g u e of T e r r o r i s t 

N a t i o n s . S i n c e t h e A m e r i c a n r a i d o n 

L i b y a , s ince t h e e x p o s u r e of S y r i a a n d 

t h e s a n c t i o n s a p p l i e d to it , a n d s ince t h e 

d i s c o v e r y o f I r a n ' s i n v o l v e m e n t [ i n 

k i d n a p i n g s o f W e s t e r n c i t i z e n s i n 

L e b a n o n in r e c e n t y e a r s ] , t h e y h a v e 

b a s i c a l l y c e a s e d t h e i r t e r ro r i s t a c t i v i t i e s 

in t h e W e s t . T h e y h a v e s i m p l y s t o p p e d . 

L i b y a h a s n o t c a r r i e d o u t a s i n g l e 

t e r r o r i s t a t t a c k in t h e W e s t s ince t h e r a i d 

o n T r i p o l i , S y r i a h a s p r a c t i c a l l y c a l l e d 

off a l l t e r r o r o p e r a t i o n s in W e s t e r n 

E u r o p e . I t h a s s t o p p e d a t t a c k i n g t a r g e t s 

o u t s i d e t h e M i d d l e Eas t . T h a t is a d i r e c t 

r e su l t of t h e po l i t i ca l , e c o n o m i c a n d 

m i l i t a r y p r e s s u r e s a p p l i e d o n t h e s e 

r e g i m e s . N o w if t h e y t h i n k th i s is a n 

a b e r r a t i o n , th i s wi l l b e o n l y a m o m e n t a r y 

r e s p i t e a n d t h e y w i l l r e s u m e t h e i r 

t e r r o r i s t ac t iv i t i e s . If t h e y t h i n k t h a t th i s 

is a l a s t i n g po l i cy , l ed b y t h e U n i t e d 

S t a t e s , fo l lowed b y t h e al l ies of t h e 

U n i t e d S t a t e s , t h e n t h e y wi l l c ea se a n d 

des i s t . I t h i n k t h a t t h e r e c e n t d e a l 

b e t w e e n t h e F r e n c h a n d t h e I r a n i a n s for 

h o s t a g e s in L e b a n o n w a s a s e t b a c k t o 

th i s po l i cy . 

S h a n k s : T h e r e ' s a g e n e r a l fee l ing, d e s p i t e 

t h e s ta t i s t ics , t h a t A r a b t e r r o r i s m w i t h i n 

I s r a e l a n d w i t h i n t h e W e s t B a n k is 

i n c r e a s i n g . Is t h a t y o u r p e r c e p t i p n ? 

N e t a n y a h u : I t ' s n o t b o r n e o u t b y t h e 

s ta t is t ics . I n fact , t h e a c t u a l n u m b e r of 

i n c i d e n t s h a s b e e n d e c l i n i n g q u i t e 

s u b s t a n t i a l l y . 

S h a n k s : W h a t a b o u t t h e i n d i g e n o u s 
t e r r o r i s m ? 

"I'm sure there's 
disaffection on the 

part of the 
Palestinian Arabs, 

although perhaps not 
as deep as 

commonly reported." 

N e t a n y a h u : T h e r e is ve ry little i n d i g e n o u s 

t e r r o r i s m per se. T h e i n d i g e n o u s 

t e r r o r i s m t h a t p e o p l e t a l k a b o u t is 

u s u a l l y c o n d u c t e d b y f ron t o r g a n i z a t i o n s 

t h a t a r e m o n i t o r e d , o r g a n i z e d , s p o n s o r e d 

a n d i n s t r u c t e d b y t h e P L O . T y p i c a l l y , 

t hese a r e s t u d e n t o r g a n i z a t i o n s , i n c l u d 

i n g h i g h schoo l s t u d e n t s . A d m i t t e d l y , 

t h e y h a v e a p r o b l e m m a k i n g v i o l e n t 

a t t a c k s b e c a u s e it is m u c h h a r d e r t o 

s m u g g l e w e a p o n s i n t o I s r ae l t hese d a y s . 

T h e r e is a l so s o m e i m i t a t i n g e l e m e n t in 

t e r r o r i s m , b e c a u s e if e v e n o n e a t t a c k 

s u c c e e d s , successful t e r r o r i s m in o n e 

p l a c e e n c o u r a g e s t e r r o r i s m e l s e w h e r e . 

B u t e s sen t i a l l y , if y o u e l i m i n a t e t h e 

P L O ' s access t o t h e t e r r i t o r i e s a n d if y o u 

s t r i k e a t t h e i r h e a d q u a r t e r s o u t s i d e 

[ I s r ae l ] , y o u wi l l a c h i e v e a n i m m e a s u r 

a b l e r e d u c t i o n . I n fact , t h a t ' s w h a t y o u ' r e 

see ing . 

S h a n k s : T h e r e ' s a w i d e l y h e l d be l ie f t h a t 

w e ' r e s e e i n g a d e s c e n t i n t o d e s p a i r 

r e g a r d i n g t h e W e s t B a n k . D o y o u sense 

t h a t , t h a t w e m u s t d o s o m e t h i n g t o s t e m 

t h e d e s p e r a t i o n b o t h o n t h e p a r t of 

P a l e s t i n i a n s l i v i n g t h e r e a n d o n t h e p a r t 

of Israel is? 

N e t a n y a h u : T h a t ' s t h e u s u a l r e p o r t i n g . 

I ' m s u r e t h e r e ' s d isaf fec t ion o n t h e p a r t 

o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n A r a b s , a l t h o u g h 

p e r h a p s n o t a s d e e p a s c o m m o n l y 

r e p o r t e d . I t h i n k t h a t , b y a n d l a r g e , t h e i r 

a c t i o n s s p e a k a lo t l o u d e r t h a n t h e i r 

w o r d s . T h e i r a c t i o n s a r e q u i t e d i f ferent 

f rom t h e c o m m o n r e p o r t i n g . T h e r e is n o 

s p o n t a n e o u s m o b i l i z a t i o n of p e o p l e t o go 

a g a i n s t t h e I s rae l i p r e s e n c e . I n fact , i t ' s 

a m a z i n g l y p l a c i d c o m p a r e d t o w h a t a n y 

o n e w o u l d e x p e c t r e a d i n g t h e n e w s 

r e p o r t s . 

S h a n k s : T h a n k y o u v e r y m u c h , M r . 

A m b a s s a d o r . |R> 

Addendum from 
the Ambassador 
Following the unrest of late 
December 1987 and early January 
1988, Ambassador Netanyahu 
asked us to print the following 
addendum to his interview: 

T h e typical media reporting about 
the situation in J u d e a , Samaria and 
Gaza is that t h e absence of progress 
towards a political settlement 
breeds spontaneous unrest and ter
rorism. T h e t ruth, however, is very 
often the reverse. It is terrorism and 
ext remism that prevent progress 
towards mutual understanding and 
reconciliation between J e w s and 
Arabs. 

T h e recent disturbances w e r e 
painted by the press as an u n o r g a n 
ized outburst of popular feelings 
against Israeli rule. But this depic
tion completely disregards the net
work of professional P L O inciters 
w h o orchestrated these S p o n t a n e 
ous" outbreaks. T h e i r purpose is to 
insure more riots, more bloodshed 
and no s e t t l e m e n t A n y Palestinian 
A r a b w h o shows the slightest incli
nation towards coexistence with 
Israel is silenced by the P L O , either 
by threats or by bullets. Israel's 
recent arrest of m a n y of these inci
ters is m e a n t not merely to ensure 
tranquility, but also to facilitate the 
progress for reconciliation, w h i c h is 
still the dominant desire of t h e great 
m a j o r i t y — J e w s and A r a b s alike. 
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