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American friends of
Hebrew University
American Friends of The Hebrew University (AFHU) is a national, not-forprofit 501(c) (3) organization headquartered in New York City, with six regional
offices across the United States. Founded by American philanthropist Felix M.
Warburg in 1925, AFHU is the largest
member of an international network of
Friends organizations dedicated to raising awareness of and support for The
Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Israel’s
top-ranked university and a research
powerhouse. AFHU offers stimulating
programs and events and missions to
Israel. The organization spearheads extensive Hebrew University alumni outreach throughout the U.S.
For over 90 years, AFHU has been
The Hebrew University’s partner-inprogress, helping to ensure that The
Hebrew University serves as an engine of
growth for Israel and a research engine
for the world. AFHU and its thousands
of supporters enable the university to recruit and retain outstanding new faculty,
build state-of-the-art facilities, provide
scholarships and fellowships to students
at every level of academic study, and advance research and R&D activities in
globally vital fields.
afhu.org
See ad on page 13
School of Rabbinical
Studies at Hebrew Union
College-Jewish Institute
of Religion
Discover the unlimited possibilities that
the rabbinate offers for you to transform
Jewish life while putting your vision and
values into action. Guided by our worldclass faculty of scholars and mentors, you
will experience an extraordinary five-year
journey as part of a student community
driven by innovation, social conscience,
60
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spiritual search, and intellectual meaning. During your first year of study on
our Jerusalem campus, you will delve
into Jewish text and Israel studies while
intensifying your ties to the Jewish people worldwide. For the next four years at
our stateside campuses, you will be challenged by academic rigor and openness
to question in Bible, midrash, Talmud,
rabbinics, liturgy, theology, history, and
more. A broad array of student pulpits,
internships, clinical pastoral education,
and entrepreneurship projects will expand your professional development.
Spiritual guidance and traditional as well
as innovative worship will strengthen
your ability to guide others. And you
can augment your Master’s in Hebrew
Letters/Literature and rabbinical ordination with Master’s degrees in Jewish
Education/Religious Education, Jewish
Nonprofit Management, Cantorial Ordination, and the Ph.D. You will enjoy
boundless professional opportunities
to lead and invigorate the largest global
Jewish movement and diverse communities throughout North America, Israel,
and around the world. Your future as a
rabbi will be anything but ordinary.
National Office of Admissions and
Recruitment
(800) 899-0944
Rabbinical@huc.edu
huc.edu/rabbi
See ad on page 63
Debbie Friedman School
of Sacred Music at Hebrew
Union College-Jewish
Institute of Religion
Explore how your unique voice can
transform people’s lives while fostering
your own creativity. Your musical talents can flourish as a cantor through an
unprecedented breadth of opportunities
to lead worship, compose and perform
myriad styles of traditional and contem-
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porary music, inspire learning, and offer
pastoral care. Your first year in Israel will
immerse you in the Hebrew language,
Israeli culture, and the rich and complex
varieties of Jewish music, worship, ritual,
and spirituality that have evolved across
the centuries and continents. During
your next four years in New York, you
will delve into liturgy and liturgical music, Bible, midrash, philosophy, musicology, history, and more, as you strengthen
your musicianship, instrumental skills,
conducting, composition, and arranging.
Our internationally recognized faculty,
spiritual guidance, mentored congregational internships, clinical pastoral education, recitals, and entrepreneurial and
social action projects will nurture your
individual growth. You may augment
your Master’s in Sacred Music and cantorial ordination with Master’s degrees in
Jewish Education/Religious Education,
Jewish Nonprofit Management, Cantorial Ordination, and the Ph.D. Your voice
will unite and inspire others as you find
artistic fulfillment and spiritual meaning
as a Jewish leader.
National Office of Admissions and
Recruitment
(800) 899-0944
Cantorial@huc.edu
huc.edu/cantor
See ad on page 63
Schools of Education at
Hebrew Union CollegeJewish Institute of Religion
Question what is, and imagine what can
be as a leader in Jewish education. Immerse yourself in a graduate program
that is a buzzing center of innovation,
alive with the joy of experimentation and
love for questions. Here you will find a
community whose passion for the future is committed to breathing new life
into Judaism’s precious traditions. With
full-time, part-time, and executive learn-

Interview with Jonathan Brent
Executive Director,
YIVO Institute for Jewish Research

er into a contextualized whole is something that was
missing. So the fundamental impetus for the Winter
Program was the idea that we would begin the process
of putting this history into a contextualized whole that
would include history, literature, art, philosophy, music, cuisine, theater and religious ritual.

How did YIVO’s Shine Online
Educational Series come about?

Courtesy of Jonathan Brent

Long ago I began thinking about Jewish education and
my dismay at the poor quality of Jewish education as
my children experienced it. That experience fused with
something else that I became aware of. I spent 18 years
working on and off in the Soviet Archives in Moscow on
a big project called “The Annals of Communism.” As I
got deeper into the subject, everywhere I looked I encountered Jewish history. Every stone I turned up, there
were Jewish actors involved. Lenin’s maternal grandfather was a Jew and wrote a letter to the Tsar in Yiddish,
of all things. Maya Plisetskaya, the great prima ballerina,
was Jewish. One of the creators of the hydrogen bomb
and most of the physicists and mathematicians who
worked on that project for Stalin were Jewish.
The most astounding thing for me was to discover
how many Jews were in the KGB. Many of them came
from shtetls. The head of the KGB in the 1930s, Genrikh Yagoda, was a Jew. Then, when I read Isaac Babel
in Russian, nowhere could one glean that Isaac Babel
was Jewish. And, if you go to Wikipedia and look up
Sigmund Freud, he’s presented initially as a Viennese
psychologist or doctor, not as Jewish.
Peter Gay, the great cultural historian, wrote a book
called Modernism. And what he wrote about the Jews
appalled me. He said, “Yes, the Jews did play a role in
the creation of Modernism, but largely in the roles of
agents, and owners of galleries and editors and salon
hostesses, and so on and so forth. Not in the role of
creators.” How could it possibly be that Peter Gay,
of all people, is not recognizing the creative power
of someone like Kafka or Freud or Husserl, let alone
Mahler and Schoenberg and many others?
When I talked to my colleagues about these things,
I discovered that most people had almost no knowledge of the extent, the depth, the breadth, the variousness and nuance of Jewish life in Eastern Europe and
Russia. Nobody teaches it and there is no book on the
subject. People know bits and pieces of this and that;
they latch onto certain stories, but putting it togeth-

Who is interested in this kind of class?
At first we thought, “Maybe nobody’s interested in this.
Maybe only I am interested in this.” And then, when we
offered it, we couldn’t keep people away. The class on
the history of the Jews of Eastern Europe was packed
to the rafters. With the help of the Shine Trust in Los
Angeles, the class was launched online and 3,500 people
from around the world signed up, from every state in the
U.S., Japan and China, the Philippines, Uganda, Uruguay, Bolivia, as well as, of course, Russia and Ukraine.
With that experience of this enormous response, we
decided to do a class on the history of Yiddish language
and literature and one on Jewish folklore of Eastern
Europe, which recently launched. In the future, we
will also offer a class on the Yiddish theater.
I look at myself as the guy that I want to appeal to,
somebody who has some connection but very little
knowledge, at least initially, who has a bit of a family background, has stories rolling around in his head.
Maybe a little bit of Yiddish, he doesn’t really know
where it comes from or what the words mean.

What do classes about the Old
Country have to do with the future?
It’s a dangerous situation, culturally, for the Jewish
people today. Because the farther away you get, the
more cloudy and dismembered all of this becomes.
What will our children have? How do we pass anything on? I know this is so clichéd, but I actually believe this. What are we leaving our kids?
I want what we leave our kids not just to be bubbemeises, but to be fact-based, and to instill in them a
sense of the grandeur and the power of this civilization
from which they come. Israel represented that for the
majority of Jews in my generation. Israel represented
the future, strength, doing and acting in the world.
And the Old Country? That was the place where Jews
suffered. There is a false stereotype of what that civilization was. There were people of tremendous courage
and strength who acted.—Ellen Meltzer

HILLEL
• Warm, welcoming, inclusive community
• Shabbat and holidays on campus
• Kosher Eatery in main dining facility
• Major and minor in Jewish studies
• Exciting international alternative breaks
• Annual Birthright trip and approved
study abroad in Israel
• The Zachs Hillel House—an inviting
home away from home
• Trinity College—one of the nation’s
top liberal arts colleges

TRINITY COLLEGE HILLEL

www.trincoll.edu

ing programs, you will prepare to have a
lasting impact by shaping communities,
fostering identity, and inspiring the next
generations of knowledgeable and committed Jews. Your M.A. in Jewish Education/Religious Education program,
beginning in Jerusalem and followed by
two years in Los Angeles or New York,
will be filled with intensive Jewish studies, growing expertise in educational
theory and pedagogy, and exposure to
the newest strategies in experiential
learning – giving you equal depth in both
Judaica and educational leadership. The
largest, most distinguished Jewish education faculty in the world will encourage
your individuality and engage your participation in cutting-edge research, projects, and professional internships that
are re-imagining Jewish education. And
you can augment your program with the
rabbinical or cantorial program, Master’s in Jewish Nonprofit Management,
and Ph.D. If you are already working
as an educator with five years of leadership experience, the 24-month Executive
M.A. Program in Jewish Education offers face-to-face learning, online courses,
intensive seminars at our Jerusalem and
stateside campuses, and mentorship by
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March/April 2017

distinguished leaders in the field that
allow you to continue to work in your
community. The Certificate in Jewish
Education for Adolescents and Emerging Adults strengthens your expertise
in adolescent development, experiential learning, program planning, change
theory, uses of social media, the arts, service learning and more. DeLeT – Day
School Teachers for a New Generation
offers a one-year mentored internship
teaching in a Jewish day school in Los
Angeles, San Diego, or the San Francisco
Bay Area while you participate in on-site
and video-conference seminars taught by
scholars and practitioners in the growing field of day school education. DeLeT
L’Ivrit Fellowship Program features a
mentored internship teaching Hebrew
and Judaic Studies in a Jewish day school.
The DeLeT programs include a fulltuition scholarship, generous stipend, a
Certificate in Day School Teaching and
California State Multiple Subject Teaching Credential. HUC-JIR partners with
the Jewish Theological Seminary for
the Jewish Early Childhood Education
Leadership Institute. Become a leader in
Jewish education who will break boundaries and find pioneering solutions as you

thrive as a catalyst for change within the
Jewish community and the larger world.
National Office of Admissions and
Recruitment
(800) 899-0944
EducationPrograms@huc.edu
huc.edu/educator
See ad on page 63
Zelikow School of Jewish
Nonprofit Management at
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion
If you are driven by the vision of a better
society, your career in Jewish nonprofit
leadership can build and transform the
remarkable network of organizations,
institutions, and agencies advancing the
Jewish people and the larger world. The
M.A. in Jewish Nonprofit Management
program offers a broad array of opportunities, whether your interests are in social
services, Federation, Hillel, social justice,
camping, culture, education, Israel, community relations, or any other arenas of
Jewish engagement. Our highly individualized two-year program provides you
with the skills, resources, professional
mentorship, network, and perspective

GAP YEAR PROGRAMS
Imagine what your 17-20- year-old
could do with the right tools!

NATIV is a challenging academic gap
year program for Jewish high school
graduates dedicated to creating and
inspiring the Conservative Jewish
leaders of tomorrow.
PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

° Make an impact with
internships for justice
° Explore the Pacific NW
° Celebrate Shabbat and
holidays with friends

Social Justice
Gap Year
and summer programs

in Portland, Oregon

• Academic Semester in Jerusalem
• Leadership training
• Volunteer work
• 2 tiyulim (trips)
• Celebrating holidays with the local Israelis

503-232-1864
www.tivnu.org
and on Facebook

@Tivnu

BEGIN YOUR APPLICATION:
WWW.NATIV.ORG
(646) 519-9246 or
nativ@uscj.org

you need to succeed in times of dramatic
change. Based in Los Angeles, a center
of culture, media, and politics, you are
taught by leading experts in Jewish studies, contemporary social research, and
management studies who develop your
capacity to lead knowledge and integrity.
The biennial Israel Seminar introduces
you to leaders of Israel’s nonprofit and
governmental organizations and establishes international professional relationships for your career. Your fieldwork
internships integrate classroom learning
with hands-on experience, while your
research provides creative strategies to
understand and address the issues in our
increasingly complex world. You also have
the opportunity to pursue a dual degree
at the University of Southern California’s
top-ranked schools in public administration, business, social work, and communication management. You may also expand
your program with a Master’s in Jewish
Education/Religious Education, rabbinical or cantorial ordination, or Ph.D. As a
professional leader in the Jewish community, you will implement the compassion,
innovation, and achievement that will
serve and inspire others.
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Tivnu. Tools to build a better world
National Office of Admissions and
Recruitment
(800) 899-0944
ZSJNM@huc.edu
huc.edu/nonprofit
See ad on page 63
Pines School of Graduate
Studies at Hebrew Union
College-Jewish Institute of
Religion
Join a unique community of graduate students from diverse faiths and international
background in a rabbinical seminary environment alive with intellectual inquiry.
The world’s leading scholars will guide
your individualized doctoral programs in
Hebrew Bible, History of Biblical Interpretation, Jewish and Christian Studies
in the Greco-Roman Period, Rabbinic
Literature, Jewish Thought, and American Jewish Experience. You will enjoy unlimited access to our Cincinnati campus’s
extraordinary resources, including the
Klau Library network (the second largest
Jewish library in the world), Jacob Rader
Marcus Center of the American Jewish
Archives, Archaeology Center and Skir-

ball Museum, HUC-UC Ethics Center,
and Israel summer program at our Nelson
Glueck School of Biblical Archaeology
in Jerusalem. You can begin your journey through our two-year M.A. in Jewish Studies as a foundation for doctoral
studies, which will give you a mastery of
Hebrew languages of all periods, skills to
teach seminal Hebrew texts within their
historical contexts, and treatment of all areas of Jewish studies as they relate to core
academic disciplines, including history,
literature, law, philosophy, and religion. If
you are a rabbi ordained at HUC-JIR (or
another accredited Jewish seminary), the
Doctor of Hebrew Letters Program offers you the opportunity for independent
study and coursework that will revitalize
your ongoing work as a learned leader for
the Jewish people. Our New York campus
offers the Interfaith Doctor of Ministry
Program in Pastoral Counseling, designed
for ordained clergy of all faiths.
National Office of Admissions and
Recruitment
(800) 899-0944
GradSchool@huc.edu
huc.edu/scholar
See ad on page 63

Interview with Rabbi Aaron Panken
Ph.D., President, Hebrew Union CollegeJewish Institute of Religion

Hebrew Union College has over 4,000
alumni. What is the global impact of
your students and alumni?
What most people don’t realize is that our alumni
are very diverse. We have folks who graduated who
have become rabbis, cantors, Jewish educators, those
who work in Jewish non-profit management. We also
have Ph.D. students, some of whom are Jewish and
some who are Christian and Muslim. They are teaching in institutions all over the south and the Midwest
and doing some exciting things in terms of interfaith
dialogue. And this November, we’ll be ordaining our
100th Israeli reform rabbi.
We’re interested in both the development of educated Jews but also in the development of educated
professionals. That’s one of the things that distinguishes an HUC education. We do so much to make sure
you get a full, holistic education.

How much of that impact is in Israel?
A few different ways. With the 100th ordainee, there
are now about 55 Israeli Reform congregations, which
have been growing steadily. When I lived there from
1986 to 1987, there were about 12. So, that impact is
huge, reaching thousands and thousands of Israelis.
The other thing I would say in terms of our impact
is we ensure that every one of our rabbis, cantors and
Jewish educators spend a year in Israel and Jerusalem
before graduating. The Koret Foundation’s Scholars
Program has made it possible for our “Year in Israel”
program to be essentially tuition free. So, this is a major step forward to building a bridge between the Diaspora, North America and Israel.
Courtesy of Aaron Panken

How has being an engineer, a pilot,
professor, Talmud scholar, rabbi and
president of the college inform who
you are and what you do?
I think it’s vital to kind of run with your arms open towards all different kinds of experiences and knowledge.
What the engineer does is hear what needs to be

solved, sees the problem that exists, figures out a way
to try to fix it, tests it, prototypes it, tests it, tweaks
it and continues to think about how to do it better.
That sense of sort of building as an engineer is something that’s always informed me. Another metaphor is
navigation. As a pilot, and a bit of a sailor, you have
a destination, you know where you want to go. Wind
and weather and the time of day have an impact on
the decisions you make. But you want to have as much
information to put yourself in the best possible position safely and arrive where you want to arrive. And
I think both of those inform my work as a university
president.
Being a Talmud scholar and a rabbi helped me understand the beauty of Jewish tradition and how vital
it is for our people to understand it more, to study it
more, to learn and to share it more. Education to me
is the key. If you learn about the Jewish tradition, then
you’ll want to be Jewish and it’ll be meaningful to you.

How is the college shaping the future?
We are an institution that responds to what we see
around us in society. We do not cloister and distance
ourselves from what’s happening. What does it mean
to help young people understand what it means to be
Jewish, to be part of a community? How do we get
beyond the walls of a synagogue to reach people who
are not coming in? How do we think about intermarried families who are struggling to figure out what their
identity is and how do we make them feel welcome so
that the next generation is part of the Jewish community, too? We look carefully at what’s happening around
us, we combine it with Jewish tradition and we think
about how can we have the most appropriate kind of
action. That’s exactly what Jews have done for centuries
already, and it’s exactly what we should be doing.
A second area is to think about social justice. What
does it mean to create leaders who know how to organize their communities, advocate on behalf of the
values they believe in and take direct action to help
the people in need. We also think about the environment and the idea of reproductive rights and how we
should be approaching those issues. There’s no uniformity in the Jewish community on many of these issues.
But our goal as an educational institution is to create
an atmosphere in which people can have different
approaches, yet respect one another and argue vehemently for what they believe in.—Ellen Meltzer

Post college program
edge to stand out among any crowd.
You’ll combine a tailor-made professional internship in the field of your
choice with living like a local in beautiful Israeli apartments. In addition to
our internships, you will have access
to a regular Hebrew language course,
monthly field trips, overnight hikes,
meetings with Israeli peers and a variety
of fun and enriching activities. Internship options include: high tech, medical
research, journalism, marketing, human
rights, politics, finance, photography,
film production, visual arts and more!
Fall ’17 dates: August–January, 2018
*Scholarships available!
Wujsr@youngjudaea.org.il
1-866-599-2534
youngjudaea.org
See ad on left

SPERTUS INSTITUTE
The Spertus Institute for Jewish Learning and Leadership offers dynamic
learning opportunities, rooted in Jewish wisdom and culture and open to all.
Based on the belief that a learning Jewish community is a vibrant Jewish community, these opportunities are designed
to enable personal growth, train future
leaders and engage individuals in exploration of Jewish life. Graduate programs,
professional workshops and mentorships
are offered in the Chicago area, in select locations across North America and
through distance learning. The Spertus
Institute’s leadership programs for Jewish professionals can be offered on-site in
your community, tailored by our worldclass faculty and staff to meet your community’s specific needs. Spertus public
programs—including films, speakers,
seminars, concerts and exhibits—are offered at the Institute’s Michigan Avenue
facility, in the Chicago suburbs and online. spertus.edu
See ad on inside back cover
Trinity College Hillel
Jewish life at Trinity College has never
been better! With a kosher station integrated into the main dining hall, Jew66
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ish students can enjoy kosher meals at
any time with their friends. Every Friday evening during the academic year,
a warm and welcoming community of
students, staff and faculty gather for Kabbalat Shabbat followed by a delicious kosher dinner at the magnificent Zachs Hillel House, the center for Jewish student
life on campus. Hillel offers many events
throughout the year that bring students
together for social, religious and cultural
programs focused on Israel, holidays, and
community service through a Jewish lens.
Hillel at Trinity is well integrated into the
fabric of student life, with most events cosponsored by other student groups and
academic department on campus. The
Jewish Studies Program offers an interdisciplinary major or minor, and a minor
in Hebrew, drawing on the diverse faculty
in many departments.
(860) 297-4195
Hillel.Trincoll.edu
See ad on page 62
YOUNG JUDEA
WUJS Intern
Tel Aviv and Haifa
WUJS Intern is a 5-month internship
program that gives your resume the
unique and international competitive

YIVO Institute for Jewish
Research
While many secondary schools and
universities feature extensive curricula
covering biblical literature, Israel studies and the Holocaust, far fewer courses
focus on a crucial period in Jewish history: the 1,000 years of Jewish life and
culture in Eastern Europe. This story
of Ashkenazi civilization is an essential
part of the larger Jewish story—a millennium rich in language, literature, art,
music and culture. Discover this often
forgotten part of our history through
YIVO’s Shine Online Educational Series courses, featuring YIVO’s unique
archive and library collections.
yivo.org/Online-Classes
See ad on right
Tivnu: Building Justice Gap
Year Program – Portland,
Oregon
What takes a teen’s breath away—rafting the Deschutes, or the look on a
child’s face when entering the house
your kid just helped build? With Tivnu,
your high school grad can do both.
We’ve got deep roots in vibrant Portland. Discover the impact your child
can have on the lives of people experiencing homelessness, rising through
poverty and adversity. He or she can
help ensure access to clean water, nutritious food, and an education for success. Like our Hebrew name says, we’re
ready to build a caring home, compassionate city and ethical country. Is your
child ready to join us?
(503) 232-1864
tivnu.org
See ad on page 64

Join our global community of online learners!
You can explore Jewish history and culture
and access YIVO’s unique collection of archival
materials from the comfort of your home.
Delve into our first two courses – sign up today!

Join Prof. Samuel
Kassow for a survey
of the 1000-year
history of Jews in
Eastern Europe.

Explore the music,
folktales, rituals, and
superstitions of Jewish
Eastern Europe with
Prof. Itzik Gottesman
and special guests.

Art Credit

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2010 / Moment

67

